. * , * 
- 1 , * 
* 
8 
« 
. 
LY 
* 
9 0 FJ 
4 * 
& 7 5 
* k * * 1 
: N 7 {+ P 
* * 
„ e 


FREE INQUIRY 


a 


INTO THE 


NATU E and ORIGIN. 
; | „ 
8 | The FOURTH EDITION, amended. 
5 | N | . 
DV BREE WEN 
Printed for G. and A. Een, at the An gel and 
5 Bible in Dame-ſtreet, Bookſellers, 


 MDCCLVUL 1 I. 


FD I 8 hou in _ 
oy ater 
82 um 
FR 


CONTENTS. 


| * LETTER L 
On Evi. in general. 585 - ; 
LETTER | 
On Evie of [mperfeRtion. | 19 


e 


E Narunar Eviue. 2 I-54 


1 2 & * 


_— 
' On Monat Ev1ts. | e A 61 
L E T T E R V. 
k i On POLITICAL Evits. Roi 
IT TIM ww 
On Rzuciovs EVI. 119 


— Ju _ 2» wew wo wa - d c 


- i In o _= - pl Dr bh 
= = - * 


a 0 . wm r* 
C14 7 A 94 AUT "A 7 dd II 1 


+ + 


* 
- 1 T ? EE AAAS | 1 1 : 1 
fr 1 14 43's '# in 6 ? 1 £53 [ yes 


wi R 


, 1611 n 
8 


* . 9 - ' 2 9 
Fl T's #44 i $7 4 2 1 ak ge 4 + W 4 ü : we . N 
F > : J 4 & £ 4 71 f 2 . 2 * „ n : N 77 bl j . 4 


; 4 = y * » , * : 
4 OWE *x TIRE, . . 1 
| n VI I in f genera | | a 
[ '} 4 0 — * 
. o .* þ 
1 4 8 4 , L j 7 7 p | 
R +3 4 35 1 | ) N , * 1 4 n "x e ; 
, ® 1 14 9 A 1 vid, 4% * F þ® Þ * : 


} 1 p x bf . 
[ Ir 23 : e 8 n 
R, V P i * w# 4# 4 #v 4% 1 
/ 1 
4 — „ Pe p 
i z A . N _ 
„ * . 


* i 1 * . . 
9 N s J : * 4 . 2 


A N G r the pleaſure of 
many accidental conferences with 
you on metaphyſical, moral, political, and 
religious ſubjects; on which you ever ſeemed 
to converſe with more ſagacity, as well ag 
ſions; 1 imagined it might not be unenter- 

' taining either to you, or myſelf, to put toge 
ther my ſentiments on theſe important topics, 
and communicate them to you from time to 
time as the abſence of buſineſs, or of more | 
agreeable amuſements may afford me oppor . 
tunity. This I propoſe to do under the ge- 
neral title of an Inquiry in into the Nature, and 
— = Origin | 


a — z - 
* 


2 THE NATURE AND 
| Origin-of Evitz-an inquiry, which will com- 
prehend them all, and wed, 2 think, has 
ne der been art to With cope 
deſerves, flor with . witch might 
have been hoped for from that little that has 
deen Seſtowed upon it. The right under- 
ſtanding of this abſtruſe ſpeculation, I look 
upon to be the only ſolid foundation, on which 


any rational ſyſtem of Ethicks can be built; 


Tor it feems impaſſible, that men eve 
ative at any juſt ideas of their Creates; "@ 
bis Attributes, ay, proper notions of their re- 
ation to. him, or their duty to each other, 

without firſt. ſettling in their minds ſome ſa- 

tistactory ſolution of this important queſfion, 

Numer came Boil? Whilſt we find ourſelves 

oe — miſeries ep. 

| de no — a 007: wretch- 
| ed fituation, hat ſentiments muſt we enter - 
tain of the Juſtice and 'benevolence' of our 

Orrator, who eee it, without our ſo· 

hehations, or con | The works of the 

ada | Creation 
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Creation ſuficiently demonſtrate his exiſtence; 
their beauty, perfe&ion, and magnificence, his 
infinite power, and wiſdom ; but it is the hap- 
bet aun which-we RA — 


T2 33% 4h +4143 N 1 


b. the een Sarde of this Aube 
tant queſtion alone, that can aſcertain the mo- 
ral characteriſtic of God, and upon perks; | 
5 mo all human Virtue ane! depen 


bro act $03 IVIS9ED O13 


193 If there's a Power above u 
(and that there is all Nature eres and 
Thro' all her works) he muſt delight in Vittue 
ans 3 e he een = 1 be —_— | 


Bur osle this > dine eva er (hs pit 
ſopher be at laſt inconcluſive; could e once 
eutertain ſuch blaſphemous' notions of the Su- 
preme Being, as that He might not delight in 
Virtue; neither adhere it to himſtif, nor re- 
wurd it in others; that He could make any 
. 25 of his creation miſerable, or ſuffer them 
3 0 


1 Tur NATURE AND 


to make themſelves. fo. without a juſt cauſe; 
and a bene volent end; all moral confiderati- 

on muſt be vain, and uſeleſs; we can have 
no rule by which to dire our actions, nor, 
if we had, an kind of obligation to purſue it: 
nor in this caſe can any Revelation in the leaſt 
aſſiſt us, the belief of all Revelation being in 
its own, nature ſubſequent, not only to the be- 
lef of God's exiſtence, but of his juſtice and 
veracity; for if God can injure. us, he may 
alſo deceive us; and then there is an end of 
all diſtinctions between good and evil, truth 
and falſehood, and of all confidence in God or 
Man. 1 ' I | 4 


a e ere by COMITY GENT THLZS 

I mean not by this to inſinuate the leaſt poſ- 
ſibility of a doubt concerning the Juſtice or 
Goodneſs of our Creator, but only to ſhew: 
the importance of this Inquiry, and the utility 
of it towards ſettling our notions of his Attri- 
butes, and the regulation of our own behavi- 
our in conformity to them. I intend not by. 
it to prove the, benevolence of God, but to re- 
EI Ly coneile 


* — 8 7 + * a4 


oni OF EVIL; * 8 
| concile the miſeries we ſee und luder, wi 
* that uncontrovertable: benevolence : L deſigu | 
not to ſhew that God approves Virtue, but 
that the admiſſion of moral Evil is not-inicdn- 
ſiſtent with that undoubted approbation: nor 
would I be underſtood to aſſert, thatiour ob- 
ligation to be virtuousdepends on thisaþſtruſe 
ulation 5 but only that our right .under» 
ftanding it, will remove all doubts concerning 
the nature of Virtue, and our obligation to 
pourſue it, and ene een n 


ee n 02 Nn ui 
To 650 out a eta 


can be the production of infinite G- 
joined with infinite Power, ſhould be the firſt 
ſtep in all our religious inquiries; the exami- 
nation into which wonderful paradox, will lead 
us into many uſeful and ſublime truths ; and 
its perfect comprehenſion, was that poſlible 
for our narrow capacities, would, I doubt: not, 
mane as ſurpriſing * in the Moral 


World, 


Let ee 
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World, as mathemntical and ee ee 
32 Marabiors ont fern 
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2642 Phi- 
loſophers have had recourſe to the ſuppoſition 
of two firſt Cauſed, one Good, and the other 
Evil; perpetually counteradting each other? 
deſignua. This fyſtetn was afterwards adopts 
ed by the Manicbaan Herefy, and has ſince 
| been defetided by the: ingenious Adonſ,) Bayle'r 
| but avi the fuppoſition of two firſt Cauſes: is 
even in itſelf a contradiction, arid as the-whole 
ſcheme has been demonſtrated by the beſt 
metaphyſical Writers to be as falſe as it is 
inpious, dll further erhalbulte c — it z 
would be needleſs. 19905 lining bon 
N offs ; ipal bogen Ha ſk 
Others have chitown td acebunt for 
thi by the introduction of u Golden Age, or 
Pratifaical State, in Which unn 
and Hepplndſs, % eee eee FLOW 
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oben bn aloft i n 21 'woll fL 
Pana metuſque aberant, nec verba myhaclgyfixo 
Are legebanyur, not ſup hun lui bu ima bini 
Fudicis ora ſui ; ſed errant fine vindim ui. 
Wigs. 0102 ee off} enn Nννj⁸x nl: 
W 1611) an wen Man yes ne 1 
No rule but uncorrupted Reaſon knew;/- 
And with u native betit dich Eh purſue ft 5 
Unfore'd by puniſtiment; ume d byfeat, 
His words were ſimple, and his ſoul ſincere: 
Needleſs was written law, when none oppreſt;: 
The law of Man was written in his breuft r! 
No ſuppl crowdsbefore the Judge appedtr'd,' 
No court ereQed yet, nor Eliſe was Hedrd;'*"? 
| But al Was ſafe for Commences their gturd. 
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* 


Der erat æternum, Oy tepent ibu: du 
Mulcebant Zepbyri notor fine ſemine N 2d 
Mox etitim Hauke telhis Hittite firbur. 
Nec terovatus ger Fabi canebat any 

Pliniina jam ladtit, jan flunina nearit tant,” 
Flroagur di viridi adit Hick nie * 


* bet * f i ud; Uo 


be * The 


8 THE'NATURE AND 
The flow'rs an in fields e 
8 -reign'd; MAR an. dh N Win thts $7 
And Vir Wine nora ping . 
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in poetry delightful} For tho' it is probable, | 


from the moſt. ancient hiſtories, , as well as 
from analogy drayn fram the reſt of Ngture's 
produQiions, that the World might, be more 
happy and more innocent in its Infancy, than 
in more advanced Ages. yet that it could ever 
be totally free from Vice and Miſery, may ea · 
ſily, I think, be proved impoſſible, both from 
the nature of this terreſtrial Globe, and the 
nature of its Inhabitants, So that theſe in- 
chanting Scenes can, in fat never have exiſt. 


er but, If they had, the ſhort duration of | 


at [* 19 5 | this 


. —ů—ů— wh * Fo bag | 


>: 


dontont or run: 4x. 


| this perfection is equally: inconſiſtent with in« 

finite! Tower, jolnid to infinite Wiſdom and 
O oodheſe, ay any original imperfoction whats 
ever. Fables then of this kind can never in 
the leaſt account for the Origin of Evil: they 


be able to take away the difficulty, and can at 
moſt but obſcure it, by ſhifting: it a little back · 
würd into a leſs elear light; like that Indian 
philoſophy, accounting for the ſupport of lo 
| World, which informs ys; that it is ſuſtained 
by a yaſt Elephant, thatElephant by a Tortoiſe, 
_ neee a further + 


my (5 v4.4 4 245 wen, 1 


"The Divine and Moraliſts of lane — 
lem perfely ſatisfied that they have looſed 
this Gordian knot, by imputing the ſource of 
all Evil to the. gbuſe of Free- will in Created 
Beings, | God, they ſay, never deſigned any 
ſuch thing ſhould exiſt as Evil, moral or natu- 
ral z, but that giving to ſome Beings, for good 
and wiſe purpoſes, a power of Free-agency, 

| they perverted this: power to bad ends, con- 


7 . 
1 
5 4 


are all but mean expedients, which will never 


fo THE NATURE AND 
_ to 3 ani} ; 
— ne But to N hid 
thanner, that God intended all things to be 
good and happy, and at the ſame time gave 
his benevolent defigns; % c notion ſo inebiſſiſt- 
ent with his wiſdotn," goodneſs; ommriiſcienee} 
and omnipotence, that it ſoems equally unphf- 
l6fophicdl,” and more evidently abſurd; than 
the other. They have been led into this er- 
rot by ridiculouſly jullging of the dlſpenſation 
of u Creator to his Ortatures, by the ſame 
rules which they appl to the dealings of Men 
towards ach other between which there is 
vol the leuft proportion or fimilitucde A Man 
who" etdeavours, tö the utmoſt of his power} 
to mike others vir tubüb and happy, however 
unfucceſdful, is ſufficiently juſtified} but it'd 
Heintz omnipotent and . the Cuuſe 
of all Gabſes, the Origit of all thought, um, 
and action; Who Tees all things paſt, Preſent, 
and to comb, in one eee, n 
3 | caſe 
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caſe is widely different; his ade and ads 
ſive will möſt be exaAly-the ſamey- andy in 
regard to him, all conſequential and future 
Euils, thro every moment of time, men , 
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4 dier t rettet bang öf Mule pretend 
Jutions can, I am certain give ſuch ſatisfactſ- 
on to your comprehenſive underſtanding, let 
us now try to find out one more rational, and 
more conſiſtent ww __ _—_ mn oy 
thing round ago ect of winch eral 
100) erent sit o „t I re tt bing het 

That there is a „ene Being infinitely 
powerful; wiſe, and benevolent, the great 
Creator and Preſerver of ull thing; is u truth 
{0 eleatly' demonſirated that it ſhall be here 
taken for grunted. That there is alſo in the 
univerſal ſyſtem of things, the works of his 
almighty hand, much miſery und wickedneſb, 

that is, much natural and moral Evil, 'is un- 
ther truth, of which every hour's fatal expe 
- richce-cannot fail to convince-us. How theſe 


**, " 
AMY! 
_ 

„ 4 


1 THE NATURE AND 
tvo- undoubted, yet ſeeming), cont | 5 
truths can be reconciled, that ia ho Evil of 
any ſort could have a place in the works of an 
to account for. If we aſſert that he could 
not prevent them, we deſtroy his power; if 
that he would not, we arraign his goodneſe: 
and therefore his power and n cannot 
** * . gels 1 01 


'v But enen eden this —— 45 
ſeem, there is ſomewhere or other an error 
in itz and this error I take to ariſe from our 
wrong notions of omnipotence. Omnipatence 
cannot work contradictions, it can only ef- 
ect all poſſible things. But ſo little are we 
acquainted with the whole ſyſtem of Nature, 
chat we know not what are poſſible, and hat 
are not: but if we may judge from that con- 

ſtant mixture of pain with pleaſure, and of in · 
convenience with advantage, which we muſt 
obſerve in every thing around us, we have 
_ Seaſon ta conelude, that to endue created Be · 


of ir} ings 


of or EVIL 13 
ings with perfection, that is, to produce Good 
excluſive of Evil, is one of thoſe impoſſibili- 
ties which. en n N Ce 
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"Tha N Pa \ of a 3 
hetſible paradox muſt be this, that all -Evils 
owe their exiſtence ſolely to the neceſſity of 
their own natures, by which I mean they could 
not poſſibly have been prevented, without the 
loſs of ſome ſuperior Good, or the permiſſion 
of ſome greater Evil than themſelves z or that 
many Evils will unavoidably inſinuate/ them- | 
ſelves by the natural relations and circumſtan- 
ces of things, into the moſt perfect fyſtem of 
Created Beings, even in oppoſition to the will 
of an almighty Creator, by reaſon they cans 
not be excluded without working contradicti- 
ons; which not being proper objects of power, 


it is no diminution ee 0 —_ 
hike eee 23 
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Which hehimſelf in the Author; may to fome 
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f . alclake Dew 

_ vious apology for an expreſſion which will fre- 
quently occur in the following pages, which 
is, that God cannot do ſuch and ſuch things: 
by which is always to be underſtood! not any 


only that ſuch things are in their oN tatures 
ere 5 


M14: MII 16 Tre vic tor 
. 
and circumſurdbed by the nature of things, of 


ſeem not very intelligible: but ſurely it is not 
at all difficult to cuncei ve, that iu every poſſi» 
ble method of ordering, diſpoſing;-and framing 
the: eee eee of things — 
thatall ibat infinite Power and Wilatn-could 
do, was to males choice of that method, which 
was attended with the eaſt and feweſt ; and 
us not proceeding from any defect of power 
in the * but from that imperfeQion 
which 


retrenchment of the divine omnipotence, but 


___ ORIGIN/OF EVIL ng 
ich in inherent in the ef dl 
ln : Jö rvaot (ann, woH en 
Nr 
1 dieset b est de 
cCients meant by Fate, to which they Fincietl 
that Jupiter, and all the God, were obliged 
to ſubmit, and which was to be contriuled-by 
no power whatever. The Stoicke ſeem to 
have had ſome dark and unintelligible notidns 


of this kind, which they neither underſtond 


themſelves, nor knew how to explain to others; 
that the untractableneſs of Matter was; the 
_ canfef Evil z that God would have made all 
üngs perfect, but that chere us i Matter 
an evil biaſs repugnant to his benevolence, 
wich drew another way, whence. aroſt all 
. manner of Evils. Of the like kind isa Maui 
af the ſame Philoſophers, That Pein is no 
Evil; Which, if aſſerted with regand to the 
individuals who ſuffer it, is downright nen- 
ſenſe; but if conſidered as it affeQs tie . · 
verſal Syſtem, is an undoubted truth, aud 
means only that there is no * 
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| what is neceſſary to the production of happis 
neſs, How many ſoever of theſe Evils then 
force themſelves into the Creation, ſo long as 


the Good preponderates, it is a work well wor- 
thy of infinite Wiſdom and Benevolence; and, 
notwithſtanding the imperfections of its parts | 


* ge is moſt e 333823 


1 Hence Sus we may plainly fe, thathmaet 
Evil may exiſt, not at all ĩnconſiſtent with the 


we purſue this clue, the more we ſhall at eve- 


ry ſtep "diſcern new lights break out, which 


will diſcover clearly numberleſs examples, 
where the infinite power and goodneſs of God 
is fairly reconcileable with the miſery and wic- 
kedneſs of his Creatures, from the impoſſibi- 
lity of preventing them; and if, in the very 
ſmall part of the univerſal Syſtem that lies 
within te reach of our imperfe& capacities, 
many inſtances of this kind appear, in which 
they are viſibly conſiſtent, we ought with the 
| utmoſt aſſurance toconclude, what is undoubt- 

R bore edly 


power and goodneſs of God: and the further 


Ok OP EVE 
e de, that tit) nr bt) ch W A?" f 
we are not able to comprehend theffl. 11 
is the kind of Faith moſt worthy of the hu- 
man underſtand g/ nk Moſt meritorious in 
the ſight of God, as it is the offspring of Rea- 
ſon, as well as the Parent of all Virtue and 
Reſignation to the juſt, but unſcrutable dif] ber. 
ſations of Providence. ö 


* 


But, in order more clearly to explain this 
abſtruſe ſpeculation, it will be neceſlary to di- 
7 vide Evils into their different Species, and be- 
ſlow on each a ſeparate conſideration. This 
I ſhall do under the following heads: Evils of 
| ImperfeQion, Natural Evils, and Religious 
Evilsz which, I think, will comprehend moſt 
#8 to which human Nature is unhappi- 
ly hable. And now, dir, leſt I ſhould add 
one more Evil to this melancholy Catalogue, 
which is that of a long and tedious Epiſtle, 
I ſhall reſerve the examination into each of 
theſe particulars for the ſubject of a future 
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N purſuance er cke bu propoſed in * 
| i T alt now 8 to examine. 
into che Nature of  eath' patticular kind of 


Evil, and in che firſt plice'vf thoſe chere 
denominated Evils of Imperfection; which 


are in truth cb rl, Un wer Us 
fore T ſhall not have | occaſion to detain” you 
longonthis een my lufee „he 


Nea „1 8 _ wy, we 4, 1 
. 4 * $ 1 N 111. et 9 0 1 


No ſyſtem can poſſibly be formed, even in 
imagination, without a ſubordination of parts, 
d animal body muſt have different mem · 


r Ga. bers, 
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bers, ſubſervient to each other; every picture 
_ - muſt be of various colours; and of 


Tight and ſhade; all harmony muſt be formed 
„ tepors, fnd hes 3-aperyheautifpl 
all uſeful edifice muſt conſiſt of higher ad 
lower, more and leſs magnificent apartments. 
N e 
things, and therefore cannot be prevented by 
any means whatever, unleſs by not creating 
them at all: for which reaſon, in the forinati- 


2, of the Univerſe, God, was obliged, in 
80, carry on that juſt, ſubordination ſo agcell 
xy t9. the very exiſtence of the whole, to Ce: 
Atte Brings, of different ranks x, ang N. beſtgw 
on various ſpecies off animals, and alſo on the 
individuals of the, ſage. ſpecies, Various de- 
perfection; to the comparative ant of which 
advantages we give the names of ſally, weak · 
neſs, deformity, and imperfeCtion, and very 
unjuſtly repute; them /Evils: whereas, in truth 
they are bleſſings as far as they extend, tho of 
an inferior degree, | They are no ave afual 
750 E 2 2 Evik, 
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Vas, char a ſmall eſtate is 4 real misfur aw; ; 


nme be AY 299 mn 
7 2X5 e i Fern zu or en in wan 
enjoy; An Sl 
7 ——— 

can never ſure be deerhéld un inhutys or & jut 
= rexf6t to "queſtion bis infimite benieveltnce. 
S Al Sur happinefs is Sing to his Soodneſb; 
but that it is ti6 greater; KS owing only to our. 
| ſelves; thut is, to our not having any inhetent 
right to any happineſs, or even to any exiſt- 
ence at all. This is mo mote. to be imputed 
to God, than the wants: of à beggur to the 
perſon who has relieved ſhit: that he had 
ſomething, was owing to his Bene factor z but 
that he Had no more, only to his ee, 
n £02 habt eee lien ie 
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the good they ſee others enjoy, or think poſſi- 
ble for infinite power to beſtow, as poſitive 
Evil, underſtand not that the Univerſe is a fy- 
ſem whoſe very eſſence conſiſts in ſubordina - 

| C 3 tion 


22 THE NATURE AND 
tion a ſcale of Beings deſcending by inſenſi- 
ble degrees from infinite perfection to abſolute 
nothing; in which, tho' we may juſtly expect 
to find perfeQion in the whole, could we pafſi- 
bly comprehend; yetwouldit be the higheſt 
furdity to hope for it in all its parts, becauſe. 
b the beauty and happineſs of, the whole depend 
altogether. on the juſt. inferiority. of its, parts, 
that is, on the comparative imperfections af 
the ſeveral RI . 9 0 
Mia Nin © 0 ot og; | 
would eee nen! 
God's wiſdom to have created no Beings: but 
of the higheſt and moſt perfect order, than it 
would be of a painter 's art, to cover hie whole 
piece with one ſingle colour the moſt beauti - 
ful he could compoſe. Had he confinod him- 
ſelf to ſuch, nothing could have exiſted but 
demi. gods or archingels,” and then all infe- 
rior orders muſt have been void and uninha- 
ted! but as it is furely more agreeable to in 
finite benevolence, that all theſe ſhould. be 
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fines themſelves and onertbuting s Ul f 
others, they muſt nern de flea 0 
ferior Beings, that is, "with ſuch as are "Tels 
perfect, but from whoſe exiſtence, notwith- 
ftinding that leſs perfection, more felicity op⸗ 
on 2 t6 the Utiverſs, thaw if 


A delete that there is ſuch a conndh a 
on between all ranks and orders by fubdHdi 
nate degrees, that they mutually ſupport — 
other's exiſtence, and every one in its place 
is ——＋ neceſſary | towards eng the 
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Von ſee, therefore, "int it * utterly i. 
Prasleable, even for infinite power, r, to ex 
7 from Creation this neceſſary i inferiority y 
W- ſome Beings in compariſon with "other 1 
If that it can do is: to make each ad happy ome 
their reſpeQtive ſituations will per permit: and 
= it has done in ſo extraordinaty 4 m am "% 
to leave the benevolence of our great Cr 4 
. not to be doubted of; for tho" he cilhnot 
C4 
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nel both are. well worthy the þigheſk 
admiration ; fo for pere ll che wide Ale 
deen hen he. vg ies $0; maße in the 
dignity and perfefhions of his, —— 
bas wie much let in their happineſs than jg 
ven. nsined, gt indeed can be 1 


from. 9p(gard appearances. He has given 
man) advantages e ich Man: ; 
Wee ke with, all his ſuperiority, = 
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. of thing, that happineſs is Anal 
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Lau is always Qriving with thels 
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nerally compentated — Hi Hog more 72 
aud eg fears, . A greater ſhare of health 
and a. mord exquiſite, relich of the ſn 
enjoyments, than thoſe who poſſeſs. therg ar 
uſually bleſſed with, The want of taſte « 
demi, ith. all the pleaſures that ariſe hoy 
them, are commonly recompenced by a 
vetul kind of common ſenks, together bi 
a wonderful delight, as well as ſucceſs, in 
buſy, purſuits. of a ſcrambling world. The 
Cuffarings, of the Sick are greatly relieved by 


many. trifling gratifications imperceptible to 
others, ,and ſometimes almoſt repaid by the 


incqnceivable tranſ] ports e occafſoned by the re- 
turn of health and. vigour. "Folly cannot be 
very gri grievous, becauſe j impercep ptible; and 1 
doubt not but "there is ſome 70 in hit 
rant of a mad Poet, "that there's #4 pleafiits 
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in being mad, which note but madmen know; 
Ignorance, or the want of knowledge"and U- 
terature, the appointed lot of all born to po- 
verty, and the driidgeties of life, b the only 
opiate capable of infuſing that 'infenſibility 
which can enable them to endure the miſo- 
| 35 of the one, and the fatigues of the other. 
t is a cordial adminiſtered by the gracious 
hand of Providence z of which they ought ne- 
ver to be deprived. by an iltJudged and im- 
proper Education. It is the baſis of all ſub- 
ordination, the ſupport of ſociety,” and the 
privilege of individuals : and 1 have ever 
thought it a moſt remarkable inſtance of the 
Divine Wiſdom, that whereas in all animals, 
whoſe individuals riſe little above the reſt of 
their ſpecies, knowledge is inſtinQve : in 
Man, whoſe individuals are ſo widely diffe- 
rent, it is acquired by Education; by which 
means the Prince and the Labourer, the Phi. 
loſopher and the Peaſant, are in ſome mea- 
ſure. fitted for their reſpectivs ſituations, The 


| ſame parental care extends to every part of 
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the animäl creation, Brutes are etempted 
com numberleſb anxieties; by that happy: 

want of reflection on paſt, and apprehenſion of 
future ſufferings, which are annexed to: their 
your others, are taught by Nature to diſpatch. 
them us eaflly us poſſible; and Man, the moſt: 
mercileſs devourer- of all, is induced, by his 
own advantage, to feaſt thoſe deſigned for his 
ſuſtenance, the more luxuriouſly to feaſt upon 
them himſelf. This miſery; by all poſſible. 
methods, is ditniniſhed or repaid ; and Hap- 


- pineſs, like n 's ever 2 WW an, 
pg 1 el hehe 


Bur was wit ever 0 ink divided, our 
pretence for complaint could be this only, 
that we are not ſo high in the ſcale of exlſt- 
ence as our ignorant ambition may deſire: 
a pretenee which muſt eternally ſubſiſt z be- 
enuſe, were we ever ſo much higher, there 
would be till room for infinite power to ex · 


alt'us; and ſince no link in the chain can be 
| 11 broke, | 


2 THE NATURE AND 
ura, the ſame reaſon ſor diſquiet muſt r6e- 
main to thoſe who ſuoceed to that chaſm, 
a Man; much leſs; that in their ſeveral ſta - 
tion they poſſeſs not the faculties of another; IM 
for this would be an inſufferable misfortune. 
a Man to be endued with the knowledge of an 
Angel, as for a Horſe to have the reaſon of 
a Man; but, as they are now formed by the 
confurnmate wiſdom of their Creator, each 
enjoys pleaſures peculiar to his ſituation : and 
tho' the happineſs of one may perhaps conſiſt 
in divine Contemplation,” of another in the 
acquiſition of weylth and power, and that of 
_ third in wandering amidſt limpidt ſtreams, 
and luxuriant paſtures; yet the meaneſt of 
theſe enjoyments give no interruption to the 
moſt ſublime, but altogether undoubtedly in- 
creaſe the aggregate ſum of felicity beſtow- 
7 1 the univerſe. Greatly indeed muſt 
101 that 
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chat be leſſened, Were there no Beineh br af 
dhe higheſt order Did there not., for i 
ſtance, exiſt on.this terreſſriab Globe, any. ſpx- 
Litre creatures. inferior 70 Man, hay. great 

a quantity of keppineſs muſt have bean Joſh, 
Which, in now, br mk ene _ 1 
Fields em gardenay, in Erendel deſarty, 5 
nejrable woods, and immenſe oceans z by | 
narchies of Bees, republics of Ants, in- 


| humerable familiesnh inſole do ella: en ove- 
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Thy joy, thy paſtime, thy attire, Ich pd, 
'Who for thy table feeds the wanton Fawn, 

Ton him an kindly ſpueade: the fle Te. 
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n it fob thee the Littiet potirs Ha Mead 
Loves of his own, and raptures fivell the note, 
Tue boundint Steed you pompouſly beſtr{de, 
dhares wich his Lord the pleafure and the pride, 
Is thine alone the feed that ſirews che plain? 
The birds of Heev'irſhaltvindicate their rain. 
—— Harveſt of the Golden Your? 
Tut pan, and juſtly, ere yr 
tn N 4605020 HB ee 1444 Op 
i Nia ono) Yo gatkinges A 90 ind a 
Thus che Univerſe reſembles-a large und 
well regulated Family in which all the offi» 
cers and ſervants, und even the domneſtie ani · 
mile, are ſubſer vient to each other in in pro- 
per-ſubordination: each enjoys the privileges 
and perquiſites perullar w his place, und mm 
the ſame time contributes by that Juſt ſubor- 


1 ae! HE ga that at theſs Bub of 
ImperfeQion, - proceeding from the neceſſary 
3 of . in W of 


others, 


Y ty demontyht 


others, can in no ſenſe be called any Evils at 
all: but, if they could, it is as evident from | 
= thence, that there are many which even infſi- 

| nite power cannot prevent) it being ſufficient- 
f e, that to produce a ſyſtem of 
W created Beings, all ſupreme in happineſs and 
= dignity, a government compoſed of all Kings, 
an army of all Generals, or a univerſe of all 
Gods, muſt be impraRicable for 1 


. tence itſelf, 


= We have here then made a large ſtride to- 

= wards our intended Goal, having at once ace 
= quitted the Divine Goodneſs, and freed Man · 
= kind from a numerous train of imaginary 
= Evils, by moſt clearly ſhewing them to be no 
W Evils at all; and yet under this head are re- 
W ally comprehended all the Evils we perpetu- 
al complain of, except actual pain: the nature 
of which, and how it came to have a place in 
the works of an omnipotent and good Being, 


ſhall be conſidered in the next Letter from, 
SIR, &. 


LET. 
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SHALL now lay RT, you my 1 5 
ſentiments concerning the Origin of Na- 


| tural Evils, by which I underſtand the ſuffer- 
| ings of ſenſitive Beings only z for. tempeſts, 


inundations and earthquakes, with all- the diſ- 


i orders of the material World, are no farther 


Evils than as they affect the ſenſitive: ſo that 
under. this head can be only comprehended 
pains of body, and inquietudes of mind. That 
theſe are real Evils, I readily acknowledge; 
and if any one is philoſopher enough to doubt 


ol it, I ſhall only beg leave to refer him to 


a ſevere fit of ſickneſs, or a tedious law-ſuit, 


for farther ſatisfaction. 0 
5 N The 0 
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The production of Happineſs ſeems to be 
the orfly motive that could induce” infinite 
Goodneſs to exert infinite power to create at 
things: for, to ſay truth, Happineſs is the 

only thing of real value in exiſtence neither 
. riches, nor power, nor wiſdom, nor learn- 
ing, nor ſtrength, nor beauty, nor virtue, nor 

religion, nor even life itſelf, being of any im- 
portance but as they contribute to its produc» 
tion, All theſe are in themſelves neither 
Good nor Evil; Happiteſs alone is their great 
end, and they deſirable only as they tend to 
promote it. Moſt aſtoniſhing therefore it 
muſt appear, to every one who looks round 
him, to obſerve all creatures bleſſed with life 
and ſenſation, that is, all creatures made ca- 
pable of Happineſs, at the ſame time by 
their own natures condemned to innumerable 

and unavoidable miſeries. Whence can it pro- 
ceed, that Providence ſhould thus ſeem to 
counteract his own benevolent intentions? To 
what ſtrange and inviſible cauſe are all theſe 


numerous 
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numerous and invincible Evils indebted for 
their Exiſtence? If God is a good and bene- 
volent Being, what end could he propoſe from 
creation, but the propagation of Happineſs? 
W and if' Happineſs is the end of all exiſtence, 
W why are not all creatures that Gs exif hap- 
Yo 


| The true „ Metin of this important queſs 
tion, ſo long and fo vainly ſearched for by the 
philoſophers of all ages and all countries, 1 
take to be at laſt no more than this, That 


W as thoſe imaginary ones of imperfeQion be- 
W fore treated of, namely, from that ſubording« 
don, without which no created ſyſtem cat 
ſubſiſt z all ſubordination implying imperfec« 
tion, all imperfeQion Evil, and all Evil ſome 
kind of inconvenience or ſuffering; ſo that 
there muſt be particular inconveniences and 
ſufferings annexed to every particular rank of 


created Beings by the circumſtances of things, 
and their tnodes of exiſtence, Moſt of thoſe 
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to which we ourſelves are liable, may be ea- 
ſily ſhewn to be of this kind, the effects only 
of human nature, and the Ration Man occu- 
pies. in the univerſe; and therefore their Ori- 
gin.is plainly deducible from neceſſity ; that 
is, they could not have been prevented with- 
out the loſs of greater good, or the admiſſion. 
of greater Evils than themſelves ; or by not 
creating any ſuch creatures as Men at all. 
And. tho? this, upon a general view of things, 
does not ſo forcibly ſtrike us; yet, on a more 
minute inſpeQion into every grievance atten- 
dant on human nature, it will moſt evidently 
appear. Moſt of theſe, I think, may be 
comprehended under the following heads: 
poverty, labour, inquietudes of mind, pains 
of body, and death; from none of which we 
may venture to affirm Man could ever have 
been exempted, ſo long as he continued to 
be Man. God indeed might have made us 
quite other creatures, and placed us in a world 
quite otherwiſe conſtituted ; but then we had 
been no longer Men; and whatever Beings 
had 
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had occupied our ftations in the univerſal 
Syſtem, they muſt have been liable to the 
ſame inconveniences = _ 5 


; 964 


Poverty, for example, is what all could 
not poſſibly have been exempted from, not 
only by reaſon of the fluQtuating nature of hu- 
man poſſeſſions, but becauſe the world could 
not ſubfiſt without it; for had all been rich, 
none could have fubmitted to the commands of 
another, or the neceſſary drudgeries of life ; 
W thence all governments muſt have been diffol- 
= ved, arts neglefted, and lands uncultivated, . 
= and fo an univerſal penury have overwhelti- 
ed all inſtead of now and then pinching a few. 
Hence, by the by, appears the great excel- 
lence of Charity, by which Men are enabled 
by a particular diſtribution of the” bleſſings 
and enjoyments of life, on proper occaſions, 
to prevent that poverty which by a general 
one Omnipotence itſelf could never have pre- 

vented : fo that, by inforcing this duty, God 
28 i were demands our aſſiſtance to promote 
D 3 uni- 
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| yniverſal happineſs, and to ſhut out Miſery 
at every door, where it ſtrives to intrude it - 


Earth would readily have poured forth all her 


but if the ſevereſt Labour cannot ſufficiently 
Wer the mam of hann ane what 
and devaſtation, ec anc at Wo 
ouſneſs, muſt have been the conſequences ot 
ly to be looked upon as. a taſk kindly impoſed 
upon us by our indulgent Creator, neceſſary 
to preſerve our health, our ſafety, and our 


| Inquietudes of mind cannot be prevented 
without firſt eradicating all our. inclinations 
and paſſions, the winds and tides that pre- 
| ferve the great Ocean of human life from 
7 | per- 
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gerpetual ſtagnation... So long as Men have 

e they muſt meet with diſappoint- 
ments; and whilſt they have diſappointments, 
ne be diſquieted ; vhilſt they are in- 
_ jured, they muſt be enflamed with anger; 
gers they mult be ſenſible of fear; and ht 
| they buhold beauty, they muſt be inflaved by 
and turbulent paſſions.” Yet Without them 
ve ſhould be undoubtedly leſs happy, and leſs 
ſafe; for without anger we ſhould not defend 
ourfelves, and without pity we ſhogld not af. 
Giſt others; without fear we ſhould not pre- 
ſerve our lives, and without _ 0 thay d 


ü ieee 0 


| Paine of body are pathaps but the neceſſa- 
ry conſequences of the union of material and 
ſpiritual eſſences ; for matter being by nature 
diviſible, when endued with ſenſibility, muſt 
D 4 0 pro- 
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probably" be affeted by pains and pleafurs 
by its different modifications: wherefore, to 
have been (deprived of all our ſenſual enjoy- 
ment; a compoſition by which few ſurely 
would be. . _—_ es — 
mindful of thei ee 80 what num- 
was the piercing of a ſword no more ny 
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ORIGIN OF EVIL. 
ings uſually! attending it, it is no more than 
the expiration of that term of life, God was 
pleaſed to beſtow on us, without any claim 

or merit on our part. But was it an Evil 
ever; by which means our wickedneſs, un- 
reſtrained by the proſpect of a future ſtate, 
would grow ſo inſupportable, our ſufferings 
ing in the Univerſe could be ſo compleatly 

miſerable as a ſpecies of immortal Men. We 
have no reaſon therefore to look upon death 
as an Evil, or to fear it as a puniſhment, 

even without any ſuppoſition, of a future life: 
but if we conſider it as a paſſage-to a more 
perfect ſtate, or a remove only in an eternal 
ſucceſſion of ſtill improving ſtates (for which 

we -have the ſtrongeſt reaſons) it will then 

appear a new favour from the divine munifi- 
| cence; and a man muſt be as abſurd to re- 
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0 THE NATURE AND 
Pine at dying, as a traveller would be ww 
propoſed to himſelf a delightful: tour thro? 


cannot take up his reſidence at-the firſt dirty 
inn which he baits at on the road. The inſta- 


bility of human life, or the haſty changes of 
its ſucceſſive periods, of which we fo frequently. 


complain, are no more than the neceſſary 
progreſs of it to this neceſſary concluſion; . 
and are ſo far from being Evils deſerving 


all novelty, from which our greateſt pleaſures | 


are ever derived. The continual fuccefſion 


of Seaſons in the human life, by daily pre- 


ſenting to us new ſcenes, render it agreeable, 
and, like thoſe of the year, afford us delights 


by their change, which the choiceſt of them | 
could not give us by their continuance. In 


the Spring of Life, the gilding of the ſun- 


ſhine, the verdure of the fields, and the va- 


riegated paintings of the ſky, are ſo exquiſite 
in ' the ig of e at their firſt looking 
. abroad 
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abroad into a new World, as nothing per- 
5 haps afterwards can equal. The heat and vi- 
_ gour-of the ſucceeding Summer. of Youth 
 ripens for us new pleaſures, the blooming 
maid, the nightly revel, and the jovial chace: 
the ſerene Autumn of compleat Manhood 
feaſts us with the golden harveſts of our world- | 
ly purſuits : nor is the hoary Winter of Old 
Age deſtitute of its peculiar comforts and en- 
Joyments, of which the recolleQion and ro 
lation of thoſe paſt are perhaps none of the 
leaſt; and at laſt Death opens to us 2 new 
praſpeR, from whence we ſhall probably, look 
this world with the ſame contempt. we do 
now on our Tops and Hobby-horſes, and with 
the ſame ſurprize, that they could ever Þ 
much entertain or eee x. 


Thus ao the all theſe Evils could never. 

have been prevented even by infinite Power, 

without the introduction of greater, ur the 
loſs of ſuperior good, they being but the ne- 
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1 of human Nature; from 


which it can no more be diveſted, than mat- 


gout and ſtone: If it be ſaid further, that 
ſome men being exempted from many cala- 
mities with which others are afflicted, proves 

Plainly 


"3 ter from extenſion, or heat from motion, 
OR V4 attend 


If it be objected, that, after all that has 
been ſaid, there are innumerable miſeries en- 
tailed upon all things that have life, and par- 
ticularly on Man; many diſeaſes of the body, 
and afflitions of mind, in which Nature ſeems 
to play the Tyrant, ingenious in contriving 
torments for her children; that we cannot 
avoid ſeeing every moment with horror num- 
bers of our fellow-creatures condemned to te- 
dious and intolerable miſeries, ſome expiring 
on racks, others roaſting in flames, ſome ſtar- 
ving in dungeons, others raving in mad hou- 
ſes; ſome broiling in fevers, others groaning 
whole months under the exquiſite tortures of 


_ plainly that all might have been exempted 
from all z the charge can by no means be diſ- 
puted, nor can it be alledged that infinite 
Power could not have prevented moſt of 
| theſe dreadful calamities. From hence there- 
fore I am perſuaded, that there is ſomething 


in the abſtraRt nature of pain conducive to 


pleaſure ; that the ſufferings of individuals are\ 
. abſolutely neceſſary. to univerſal happineſs ; j ; 
and that, from connections to us inconceiva- 
ble, it was impracticable for Omnipotence to 
produce the one, without at the ſame time 
_ permitting the other. Their conſtant and 
uniform concomitancy thro! every part of Na- 
ture with which we are acquainted, very. 
much. corroborates this conjecture, in which 
ſcarce one inſtance, I believe, can be produ- 
ced of the acquiſition of pleaſure or conyeni- 
ence by any creatures, which is not purcha- 
ſed by the previous or conſequential ſufferings 
of themſelves or others; pointing out, as it 
were, that a certain allay of pain muſt be caſt 
into the univerſal maſs of created Happineſs, 
| and 
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and inflifted fomewhere for the benefit of the 


whole, Over what mountains of ſlain is e- 
ry mighty Empire rolled up to the ſummit of 


Proſperity and Luxury, and What new ſcenes 
of defolation attend its fall? To what infinite 


toil of Men and other animals, ls every flou- 
riſhing City indebted for all the conveniences 


miſery do thoſe very enjoyments introduce ? 
The pleafures peculiar to the continuing our 
ſpecies are ſeverely pald for by pains and pe- 
rils in one Sex, and by cares and anxieties in 
both. Thoſe annexed to the preſervation of 


ourſelves, are both preceded and folloived by 


| miniberleſs ſufferings ; preceded by the maſ- 
' acres and tortures of various animals prepa- 


ratory to a feaſt, and followed by as many 
1 wait in every diſh, to pour 


forth vengeatice on their deſtroyers, Our 


4 and honours are acquired by laborious 
of perilous occupations, and our ſports are 


purſued with ſcarce leſs fatigue or danger, and 
uſually attended with diſtreſſes and deſtruction 


1 of , 


and enjoyments of Life, and what vice and 
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hl urs This univerſal connec ö 
tion of pain with pleaſure, ſeems, I think, 
ws to intimate, that pain abſtractedly 
conſidered muſt have its uſes; and fince we 
may be aſſured, that it is never admitted but 
with the reluctance of the ſupreme Author, 
thoſe uſes mult be of the ee importance, 
tho* we have no faculties goncetve them. 


e 


very ſmall part of the great and aſtoniſhing 
whole: for any thing we know, che ſufferings 
(and perhaps the crimes producing thoſe ſuf- 
ferings) of the Inhabitants of this nett 
Globe may ſome way or other affe& thoſe of 

the moſt diſtant planet, and the whole ani- 
mal world may be connected by ſome pi * 
ple as general as that of attra ion in the car« 
poreal, and fo the mileries of particular E. 
ings be ſome Manns | 
of the whole. How thels things operatey/is 
Indeed to w quite inconceivable N Pak 


conſuſed notions of the merits of ſufferings 
abſtracted from their tendency to any viſtble 


* 
We 
_— 
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they do operate in ſome ſuch — 
ner is far, N from nn J 


1 


W e ee deen ied: 


good, and have paid the higheſt honours to 


thoſe who have voluntarily endured them, a8 


to their common Benefactors. Many in Chriſ- 


tian Countries have formerly been ſainted for 


long faſting, for whipping or tormenting them- | 
ſelves, for ſitting whole years in uneaſy poſ- 


| tures, or expoſing themſelves to the inclemen- 
ey of the weather on the tops of pillars. Ma- 


ny at this day in the Eaſt are almoſt deified 
for loading themſelves with heavy chains, 

bending under burthens, or confining 'them- 
ſelves in chairs ſtuck round with pointed nails. 
Now, if theſe notions are not totally devoid 
of all reaſon and common ſenſe, (and few, I 
believe, are ſo which become univerſal) they 


| can be founded on no other principle than 
this, 
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_ thizy of the neceſſity of pain to produce hap-" 
pineſs, which ſeems another weighty inſtatice 

of the probability of this ancient and univer- 
fal opinion, tho? the reaſons for it are forgot 
or unknown, and the practices derived from 
it big wich the moſt abſurd ans ridiculous fu- 


a e 
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Gil _ 1 wink, „e lich many of 
out ſevereſt ſufferings may be derived, may 
be diſcovered by analogical reaſoning, that is, 
by affimilating thoſe things which are not ob- 
jeQs of our underſtandings, to others which . 
lye within their reach. Man is one link of 
that vaſt Chain, deſcending by inſenfible de- 
grees from infinite perfection to abſolute no- 
thing. As there are muny thouſands below 
him, ſo muſt there be many more above fy 
him. If we look downwards, we ſee innu- 
merable ſpecies of inferiot Beings, whoſe hap- 
pineſs and lives are dependent on his willz 
| we ſee him cloathed by their ſpoils, and fed 
by their miſeries and deſtruction, inſlaving 
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ſome, tormenting others, and murdering mil- 
hom for his luxury ar diverſion; is it not 
therefore analogous and highly probable, that 

che happineſs and life of Man ſhould he equal - 


ly dependent on the wills of his ſuperiors? 
As, we receive great part of our pleaſures, 


the of lower animals, may not theſe ſupe- 
' rior Beings do the ſame from ours, and. that 


by ways as far above the reach of the moſt - 
exalted human underſtandings, as the means 
by which we receive our benefits are above 
, the capaci ties of the meaneſt creatures deſti· 
ned for our ſervice? The fundamental Error 
in all our reaſonings on this ſutyeQ, is that of. 
placing ourſelyes wrong in that 322 


| climax of Beaſt, Man, and God; from 
| whence, as we ſuppoſe falſely, that there is 


nothing above us except the Supreme Being, 
we fooliſhly conclude that all the Exils we la- 
baur under muſt be derived immediately from 
mis omnipotent hand: whereas there may ba 
numberleſs intermedlete * who haue 


even ſubſiſtence, from the ſufferings: and 
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power. to deceive, torment, or deſtroy us,” for 
the ends only of their own pleaſure or utility, 
beo my be veſted with the fame privileges = 
over their inferiors, ' and as much benefited 


by dhe uſe of them, as ourſelves.' In what 
| manher theſe benefits accrue to them, it is 


impoſſible for us to conceive; but that im- 
poſſibility leſſens not the probability of this' 
— a 


Should you, Sr; 22 
eee 
who, from pride and ignore 
puff up the dignity ä — Mtg” wt 
notions' here advanced may appear to you ab- 
ſurd and incredible, becauſe inconfiſtent with 
that imaginary dignity ; and you may objeR, 

that it is impoſſible that God ſhould ſuffer 
innocence to be thus aflited, and reafon thus 
deceived ; that tho” he may permit animals 
made ſolely for the uſe of Man, to be thus 
 ®buled for his convenience or recreation ; yet 

E a chat 
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that Man himſelf, the ſole poſſoſſor of reaſon, 
the Lord of. this terreſtrial globe, his own. 
ambaſſador, vicegerent, and ſimilitude, ſhould 
be thus dependent on the will of others, muſt. 
be utterly inconſiſtent with the divine Wiſ- 
dom and Juſtice, But pray, Sir, what does 
all this prove, but the importance of a Man 
to himſelf? Is not the juſtice of God as much 
concerned to preſerve the happineſs of the 
meaneſt Inſect which he has called into be- 
ing, as of the greateſt Man that ever lived ? 
Are not all creatures we fee made ſubſervient 
to each others uſes? And what is there in 
Man, that he only ſhould be exempted from 
this common fate of all created Beings? The 
ſuperiority of Man to that of other terreſtrial 
animals is as inconſiderable, in proportion to 
the immenſe plan of univerſal Exiſtence, as 
the difference of climate b8tween the north 
and ſouth end of the paper I now write upon, 
with regard to the heat and diſtance of the 
Sun. There is nothing leads us into ſo 


any Errors . the works and de · 
ſigns 


* 
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ſigns of Providenee; as that fooliſh: vanity 
that can perſuade ſuch inſighificant creatures 
that all things were made for their ſervice; 


from'wherice they ridiculouſly fet up Utility | 
to themſelves as the ſtandard of Good, and 


| conclude every thing to be Evil which appears 


injurious'to them or their purpoſes, As well 
micht à neſt of Ants imagine this Globe of 
Furth created only for them to caſt up into 


| Hilloeks, and eloathed with grain and herbage 


tor for permitting ſpades to deſtroy them, 


and plows to lay waſte their habitations; the 


| conveniences of which they feel, but are ut- , 
terly unable to comprehend their uſes, as wefl 


as the relations they thernfeives bear to wh 1 


| En" 


ele furprizing that none of thoſe Philoſs- 
phers, who were drove to the ſuppoſition of 


two firſt Cauſes, and many other abſurdities, 
to account for the Origin of Evil, ſhould not 
2 have choſen to impute it to the mini- 
WW. tration 


for their ſuſtenance ; then accuſe their Crea- 


j 
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ration of intermediate Beings z and OY 
they ſaw the happineſs of all inferior animals 
dependent on our wills, ſhould not have con- 


cluded, that the good order and well-being 
of the Univerſe might require,- that ours 
rior Beings, accountable like ourſelves to one 


common Lord and Father of all things. This 


is the more wonderful, becauſe the exiſtence 


and influence of ſuch Beings has heen an ar- 
| tice in the Creed of all Religions that have 
ever appeared in the world. In the beautiful 


ſyſtem of the Pagan theology, their Sylvan 
and Fawns, were of this kind. All the bar- 


barous nations that have eyer been diſcover- . 


cen, have been found to believe and adore in- 
termediate ſpiritual Beings, both good and 
evil. The JewiſhReligionnot only confirms 
the belief of their exiſtence, but of their 
tempting, deceiving, and tormenting man- 
kind; and the whol of 
erected entirely on this foundation, 9 


ity * 
"Tha 
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ad You fee the good order of the 
2 and the happineſs it receives from "i 
proper ſubordination, will ſufficiently account _ 

for the ſufferitigs of individuals; and all fuch = 
mould be conſidered but as the neceſſary taxes, 
which every member of this great Republick 

of the Univerſe is obliged to pay towards the 
ſupport of the Community. It is no deroga- - 
tion from the divine Goodneſs, that theſe *' _ 
taxes are not always impoſed equally in the — 

preſent ſtate of things; becauſe as every in- 

dividual is but a part of the great whole, fo 

is the preſent ſtate but a part of a long, or 
perhaps an eternal ſucceſſion of others z and, 
like a ſingle day in the natural life, has refe- 

A rence to many more, both paſt and to come, 
It is but as a page in a voluminous accompt, 
from which no judgment can be formed on 

| the ſtate of the whole; but of this we may 

be aſſured, that the ballance will ſome time 
or other be ſettled with juſtice and imparti» 

1 ality, The certainty therefore of a future 

3 K 4 fate, 
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ma, in. which we, and indeed all Creatures | 
_ endued with ſenſation, ſhall ſome how or 
other exiſt, ſeems (if all our notions of Jul- 
| tice are not erroneous) as demonſtrable as the 
| Juſtice of their Creator 3 for if he is juſt, 
all ſuch Creatures muſt have their account of 
happineſs and miſery ſomewhere adjuſted with 
equity, and. all Creatures capable of virtue 
and vice muſt, according to their behaviour, 
receive rewards and puniſhments : and, to 
render theſe puniſhments conſiſtent with infi- 
nite goodneſs, they muſt not only be propor- 
_ tioned to their crimes, but alſo ſome way ne- 
celſary to univerſal Good ; for no Creatures 
can be called out of their primitive nothing 
by an all-wiſe and benevolent Creator, to be 
loſers by their exiſtence, or to be made miſo- 
rable for no beneficial end, even by their own 
miſbehaviour : ſo that all future miſery, as 
well as preſent, muſt be ſubſervient to happi- 
neſs, or otherwiſt infinite Power, joined with 
infinite Goodneſs, would have prevented . 
Vlce o and puniſhment, 
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2 4 * of Man into the diſpenſations 
of Providence and a future State, the ancient ; 
doctrine of Tranſmigration ſeems the moſt 


moſt burthenſome offices of life by an equi- 
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Fr this FIR ina all the — 


rational and moſt conſiſtent with his wiſdom 
and goodneſs; as by it all the unequial diſpen- | 

ſations of things ſo neceſſary in one Life may 
be ſet right in another, and all creatures ſerve 
the higheſt and loweſt, the moſt eligible and 


table kind of rotation ; by which means their 
rewards and puniſhments may not only be 


well proportioned to their behaviour, but alſo 


ſubſer vient towards carrying on the Buſineſs 
of the Univerſe, and thus at the ſame time 
anſwer the purpoſes both of juſtice and utill- 


ty. But the pride of Man will not ſuffer us 


to treat this ſubje& with the ſeriouſneſs it de- 
ſerves ; but rejects as both impious and ridi- 


| culous every ſuppoſition of inferior creatures 


ever arriving at its own imaginary dignity, 


allowing at the ſame time the probability of 


human 
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- human Nature being exalted to the angelick, 
2 much wider and more extraordinary tranſi- | 
tion, but yet ſuch a one as may probably be 
the natural conſequence as well as the reward 
of a virtuous life: nor is it leſs likely that 
our vices may debaſe us to the ſervile condi 
| tion of inferior animals, in whoſe forms we 

may be ſeverely puniſhed for the injuries we 
have done to Mankind when amongſt them, 
and be obliged in ſome meaſure. to repair 


WW 


3 


Fon 13 ſaid, I think tolelee 
| I; appears that numberleſs Evils do actually 
_ exiſt, which could not have been excluded 
from the works of infinite goodneſs even by 
infinite power z and from hence it may be 
concluded, that there are none which could; 
but that God has exerted all his omnipotence 
do introduce all poſſible happineſs, and, as 
far as theimperfeQion of created things would 
permit, to exclude all miſery, that is, all ne- 
5 l 
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- tural Evil from the univerſal ſyſtem ; which 
notwithſtanding will introduce itſelf in many 


; neee even in . to infinite. 
Power. | 


The Origin of Moral Evil lies much deep- 
er, and I will venture to aſſert has never yet 
been fathomed by the ſhort line of human 
- underſtanding. That I ſhall be able to reach 

it, I have by no means the vanity to imagine: 
but, laying aſide all preconceived opinions and 
ſyſtematical prejudice, I will in my next en- 
deavour to come as near it as lies in the ow 
er of, | 


LE. 
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On Mont Err. 
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uus now leave that MY W Wy 
road through which I have hitherto con- 
re you, and. carry you through unfre- 
quented paths, and ways untrodden by philo- 
ſophic teet. Already, I think, the exiſtence 
of Natural Evil has been ſufficiently account- 
ed for, without ay derogation from the 
power, wiſdom, or goodneſs of God. What 
next remains to be cleared up, is the Origin 
of Moral Evil z which, conſiſtently with the 
ſame Divine Attributes, I have never ſeen ac- 
counted for by any Author, ancient or mo- 
dern, in a manner that could give tolerable 
ſitisfaction 
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„. to a rational Inquirer. Nor * 


| deed can-this he ever effeftually- performed, - 


without at the ſame time taking into conſide- 
ration all thoſe moſt abſt as ſpecylations 


cerning the nature of Virtüe, Freewilt, Fate, 


Grace, and Predeſtination, the debates of 
ages, and matter of innumerable foljo's, | To 


attempt this, therefore, in the compaſs of a 


Letter would be the higheſt preſumption, did 
not I well know the clear and ready-compre- 


henſion of the perſon to whom it is addreſ- 


ſed; and alſo, that the moſt difficult of theſſ 
kinds of diſquiſitions are uſyally better 
pled in « few boys Pp, by > evken 
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gin of Moral Evil, it will be neceſſary, in the 
firſt place, to enquire into its nature and.eſ- 
ſence ; or what it is that conſtitutes one ac-. 


tion Evil, and another Good. Various have 


been the opinions of various Authors on this 


5 Criterion of. Virtue; and this variety bas 
5 rendered 
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chat there Ie any ſuch thing, "becauſe did 
rent ages and nations have entertulned diffe- 
rent ſentiments concerning it i but this iv e 
88 reaſonable av to aſſert, that there are nei-' 
ther Sun, Moony/ nor-Btars,  bectife Aﬀtro- 
'nomers have ſupported different ſyſtems of 
the motions and magnitudes of theſe celeſtial 
bodies, Some have placed it in _— 
to truth, ſome to the fitneſs of things, and 
others to the will of God. But all this ie 
merely ſuperficial : they reſolve- us not why 
truth, or the fitneſs of things, are either ell. 
gible or obligatory, or 
quire us to act in one manner rather than 
another. The true reaſon of which can poſ-' 
ſibly be no other than this, beeauſe ſome ac- 
tions produce happineſs, and others miſery: 
ſo that all Moral Good and Evit are nothing 
more than the production of Natural. This 


e een rofl 10. 
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falſehood, . this that determines the fitheſs of 
things, and this that induces. God to com- 
mand ſome actions and forbid others. They 
who extol the truth, beauty, and harmony of 
Virtue, excluſive of its conſequences, deal 
but in pompous nonſenſe ; and they who 
would perſuade us, that Good: and Evil are 
things indifferent, depending wholly on the 
will of God, do but confound the nature of 
things, as well as all our notions of God 
himſelf, by repreſenting him capable of wil- 
ling contradictions; that 1s, that we ſhould 
be, and be happy, and at the ſame time that 
we ſhould torment and deſtroy each other; 
cannot be made pleaſure, and conſequently 
vice cannot be made virtue by any power 


whatever. It is the conſequences therefore 


of all human actions that muſt ſtamp. their 
value. So far as the general practice of any 
action tends to produce Good, and introduce 
happineſs into the world, ſo far we may pro- 
nounce it virtuous; ſo much Evil as it occa- 
ſions, 
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I ſay the general practice, becauſe we muſt 
apply i only to the general ſpecies of actions, 
and not to particular actions; for the inſinite 
1 agu the 
wit have followed From-cho niverſ) nt 
vity of mankind,” has ſo wonderfully contri- 
ved the nature of things,” that our moſt vi- 
ons ations may ſometimes accidentally-and 
collaterally produce Good. Thus, for in- 
| tance,” Robbery: may diſperſe uſeleſs" hoards 
to the benefit of the publick; Adultery may 
bring heirs, and good humour too, into ma- 
ny families, where they would otherwiſe have | 
tains its thouſands, and Vanity its ten thou- 
tribute to the grandeur of many nations, and 
the liberties of others are preſerved: by the 
DP contentions of avarice, knavery, 
F- ſelfiſhneſs, 
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felfiſhnefs, and ambition: and thus the worſt 
compelled by Providence to ſerve the moſt 
beneficin ws 4 a 1 eie 400 
thus private vices become publick benefits by 
the force: only of accidental circumſtances.” 
Rut this impeaches not the truth of the Cri- 
terion of Virtue before mentioned, the only 
ſolid foundation on which any true ſyſtem of 

ethicks can be built, the only plain, ſimple, 
and uniform rule by which we can paſs any 
judgment on our actions; but by this we may 
be enabled not only to determine which are 
Virtue or Vice which belongs to each, by 
comparing them with the degrees of happi- 
neſs or miſery which they occaſion. But tho? 
he production of happineſs is the Eſſence of 
virtue, it is by no means the End: the great 

End is the probation of Mankind, or the giv- 

ing them an opportunity of exalting or de- 
its - 
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grading themſelves in another ſtate by their 
behaviour in the preſent. And thus indeed it 
 apſvers two moſt important purpoſes; thaſe 
are, the conſervation of .our.. happineſs, and 
the teſt of our obedience: for had not ſuch a 
_ teſt ſeemed neceſſary to God's infinite wiſ- 
dom, and productive of univerſal: Good, he 
would never have permitted the happineſs of 
Men, even in this life, to have depended on 
ſo precarious a tenure, as their mutual good. 
behaviour to each ther, F or it is obſervable, 
that he who beſt knows our formation, has 1 85 
truſted no one thing of importance to our rea» 
ſon or virtue: he truſts only to our appetites 
| for the ſupport of the individual, and the con- 
tinuance of our ſpecies; to our vanity, or 
compaſſion, for our bounty to others; and to 
our fears, for the preſervation of ourſelves ; 
often to our vices for the ſupport ot Govern- 
ment, and ſometimes to our follies for the 
preſervation of our Religion, But ſince ſome 
teſt of our obedience was neceſſary, nothing 
ſure could. have been commanded for that 
 'M 2 end 
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end fo fit and proper, and at [the fate rite 


fo uſeful, as the practice of virtue; nothing 
having been ſo juſtly rewarded with happineſs, 
as the production of happineſs in conformity 
to the will of God. It is this conformity alone 
which adds merit to virtue, and conſtitutes 
the eſſential difference between Morality and 
Religion. Morality obliges Men to live ho- 
neſtly and ſoberly, becauſe ſuch behaviour is 
moſt conducive to publick happineſs, and con- 

ſequently to their own; Religion, to purſue | 

the ſame courſe, becauſe conformable to the 
will of their Creator. Morality induces them 

to embrace virtue from prudential conſidera- 
tions; Religion, from thoſe of gratitude and 
obedience. Morality therefore, entirely ab: 
ſtradted from Religion, can have nothing me- 
ritorious in it; it being but wiſdom, pru- 
dence, or good cxconomy, which, like health, 
beauty, or riches, are rather obligations con- 
ferred upon us by God, than merits in us to- 
wards him; for tho* we may be juſtly OY 
ed for injuring ourſelves, we can claim no 
reward 
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reward for ſelf. preſer vation; as ſuicide de- 
| ſerves puniſhment and infamy, but a Man 
deſerves no reward or honours for not being 
guilty of it. This I take to be the meaning 
of all thoſe paſſages in qur Scriptures, - in 
which Works are repreſented to have no me- 
rit without Faith; that is, not without belie- 
Ving in hiſtorical facts, in creeds, and arti- 
cles 3 but without being done in purſuance of 
our belief in God, and in obedience to his 
commands. And now, having mentioned 
— Scripture, I cannot omit obſerving, | that the 
_ Chriſtian is the only religious or moral Inſti-, 
tution in the world that ever ſet in a right line 
theſe two material points, the Eſſence and 
| the End of Virtue that ever founded the one 
in the production of happineſs, that is, in 
univerſal benevolence, or, in their language, 
| Charity to all Men; the other, in the proba- 
tion of Man, and his obedience to his Crea- 
tor. Sublime and magnificent as was the phi- 
loſophy of the Ancients, all their moral ſyſ- 
tems were deficient in theſe two important 
| F 3 | * ar- 
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articles. "They were 'afl built en the Tidy 
foundations of the innate beauty of Virtue, or 
enthaſiaſtick patriotiſm ; and their great point 
in view was the contetmptible reward'of i- 
| Man glory; foutidations" Which were by ne 
ments able to ſapport the mighificetſt ffyue- 
tares weh they ere cted upon them; for the 
beatty of virtue, independent of Its effech, 
is unmenning nonſenſe; patriotilim which'ih- 
ſaves markind in generil for the ſake of à plit- 
teur clintty, is but à more extended Telflth- 
net, and really criminal; and all hotdh glo- 
17 but a mean and ridiculous deluſion. The 
Whole affair then of Religion and Morality, 
' the ſubject of ſo many / thouſand volumes, is in 
; ſhort no more than this: The Supreme Be- 
ing, infinitely good, as well as powerful, deſi- 
rous to diffuſe happineſs by all poſſible means, 
has created innumerable ranks and orders of 
Beings, all ſubſervient to each other by pro- 
per ſubordination, One of theſe is occupied : 
by Man, a creature endued with ſuch'a ber- 


tain degree of knowledge, reaſon, and free- 
will, 
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Will, as is ſuitable to this ſituntion, aid plated 
Sora tims on this globe i in a ſchootof pro- 
ation and education. Here he has am oppor- 
unity {given him of improving or detzaſing lis 
nature, in ſuch a mahnt ab > render Riſer 
ſit for u rank of higher perfe Nen ind Rappf- 
neſs, or to degwage bimmfeff tb u ſtutt ef res- 
ter imperſection and miſery; bebe indesdd 
towards carrying on the huſineſs bf e Uni- 
verſe, but very grievous and burthenſome to 
thoſe individuals, D, by their om mon- 
duct, are obliged to ſubmit to it. The teſt 
of this his behavidur is doing gbod, chat ib, 
co-operating with! his Creator, as; fair n his 
narrow / ſphere of 'ution will permit inn the 
Production of happineſs. : And thus the hap- 
pineſs and miſery of u future ſtate will d the 
joſ'reward or pumſhment of promoting or 
venting happineſs" Wa. 8o-\artifcialty 
this means is che nature of all human eir- 
we and vice conttived, that their rewitdo an 
puniſhtdents are woven as it were into) their 
very aun weir immediate eſfebès give es 
9 „ a fore· 
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a foretaiſte of their future; and their fruits in 


the preſent life are the proper ſamples uf what 


they, muſt -ungyoidably produce in another. 
We have Reaſon given. us to-diſtinguiſh theſe 


and regulate our conduct 3 and 


teſt that ſhould negled2 its poſt; - Conſcience 
| * appointed as an inſtincti 


kind ot mo: 
nitor, perpetually to remind us both of our 
menen, e 1 in 12 iN | 


- Wheo 1 we kr. — 3 the 
practice of Virtue is thus inforoed by our great 


Creator, and that all which he requires of us 


under thats title is only to be happy, that is, 
time we look round us, and ſee the whole 


| race of mankind thro? every ſucceſlive gene- 


ration tormenting, injuring, and deſtroying 
each other, and perpetually counteracting the 
gracious deſigns of their Maker, it is a moſt 
aſtoniſhing paradox how all this comes to paſs; 
why God ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be thus de- 
W by creatures of his 

own 
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own making; or why Man ſhould be made 
or why inf Power bod thus ue cl 


1 | #d- 2217 11 rm dficud pn} 
Thank Mb pines "PTY extrieate 

themſelves from this difficulty very conciſely 
by aſſerting, that there is in fact no ſuch ori- 

ginal depravity, no ſuch innate propenſity to 
vice in human nature; but as this aſſertion is 
dire ly contrary to the expreſs declaration of 
the Scriptures, to the opinion of the Philoſo- 
phers and Moraliſts of all Ages, and to the 
moſt conſtant and unvariable experience of 
every hour; I think they no more deſerve 
an anſwer, than they who would affirm, that 
a Stone has no tendency to the center by its 
natural gravity, or that Flame has no inclina- 
tion to aſcend. 


1 * 


But 
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bn n 50 orft r will 10 ; Fuer weg 
* Bade uſual ſokation applied to this diffi. 
culty by the ableſt Philoſophers and Di vines, 
Witt which they themſelves, | and moſt of 
their readers, ſeem perfeCtly ſativfied; is corn- 
prehended in the following reaſoning t. That 
Man came perfect out of the handy) ef his 
Creator, both in virtue and happineſs, but it 
being more eligible that he ſhould be 4 free- 
"agent than a mere machine, Got! endued him 
with Freedom of will; from the abuſe of 
which Freedom, all Miſery and Sin, that is, 
i nahem and moral Evil, derive:their exiſt- 
ence: from all ſuch therefore the Divine 
"'Govineſs is ſufficiently juſtified; by reaſon 
hey could not be prevented without" the loſs 
of ſuperior Good; for to create Men free, 
and at the ſame time ee ee 
"you; is utterly ys arm Mr 


But whatever Ar of monte" argu- 
ment may aſſume, by. whatever famed Preach- 
ers it may have been uſed, or by whatever 

learned 
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Jan Audience it may have been approved, = 
I will venture to affirm; that it is falſe in ul 

Is Principles, and ih its Conictuſion allo ; and 

- T' think ft may be "Glearly fhewn, that Cod 

did not make Man abſolutely Perfect, nor ub · 

folutely Free: nor if He had, would this in the 


leaſt have juſtified the introduction of Wicks 
nes and Miſery. 5 
an i n VIDS HOG en ee hon e 


1 


Tat Man eue Perfect, he is inde 
with alt poſſible PerfeRtions, ont of the hands 
of his Cttator," i evidently u falſe notion de- 
rived from the Philbfophers/of the firſt "gs, 

founded on their ignorahee of the Origin or 
Evil, and inubility to account for it on arty 
other Hypotheſis :' they underſtood not that 
the univerfal Syſtem required Subordination, 
and conſequently comparative Imperfecuont; 


nor that in the Scale of Beings there muſt be 


ſome where ſuch a creature as Man, with all 
his iifirmities about him that the total re- 
moval of theſe would be altering his very Na- 
ture; and that as ſoon as he became Perfect, 
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| ke muſt ceaſe to be Man. The truth of this, 
I think, has been ſufficiently proved j and bo- 
ſides, the very ſuppoſition of a Being origi- 
nally perfect, and yet capable of rendering it- 
ſelf wicked and miſerable, is undoubtedly a a 
contradiction, that very power being the 


higheſt nen n. | 


That God made Man th Free is no 
leſs falſe; Men have certainly ſuch a degree 
of. Free-will as. to. make. them accountable, 
and juſtly puniſhable, for the abuſe of it; but 
abſolute and independent Free-will is what, I 
believe, no created Being can be poſſeſſed of. 
Our aQions proceed from our. Wills, -but our 
wills muſt be derived from the natural diſpo- 
ſitions implanted in us by the Author of our 
Being: wrong elections proceed from wrong 
apprehenſions, or unruly paſſions; and theſe 
from our original Frame or accidental Edu- 
cation: theſe muſt determine all our actions, 
for we have no power to a differently, theſe 
previous circumſtances continuing exactly the 
lame. 
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ſame. Had God thought proper to have made 
all Men with the fame heads, and the fame 
hearts, which he has given to the moſt vir- 
tuous of the ſpecies, they would all have ex- 
celled in the ſame virtues: or had the Bias 
implanted in Human Nature drawn as ſtrong- 
ly towards the good fide, as it now apparent- . 
y does towards the bad, it would have ope- 
rated as ſucceſsfully, and with as little infringe- 
ment on human Liberty: Men, as well as all 
other animals, are exactly fitted for the pur- 
poſes they are deſigned for; and have inclina- 

tions and diſpoſitions given them accordingly : . 

He, who implanted patience in the. lamb, 
obedience in the horſe, fidelity in the dog, 
and innocence in the. dove, might as. eaſily 
have inſpired the breaſt of Man with theſe and 
all other virtues; and then his actions would 

| have certainly correſponded with his Forma- 
tion: therefore, in the ſtrict. philoſophical 
ſenſe, we have certainly no Free-will, that is, 
none independent of our Frame, our wur, 
a Tok 


But 
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(raw both Fs PA ny tate 

Men originally created both perfect and free, 
yet this would by no means juſtify the intro- 
duQion of moral Evil; becauſe, if his perfec- 
tion was immediately to be deſtroyed by his 
Free- will, be might as well never have been 
poſſeſſed of the one, and much better have 
been prevented from making uſe of the other: 
let us diſpute therefore as long as we pleaſe, 
it muſt eternally be the ſame thing, whether 
a Creator of infinite power and knowledge 
| created Beings originally wicked and miſera- 
ble, or gave them a power to make them - 

ſelves ſo, foreknowing they would employ that 

| ehe their oun deſtruction. 


If moral Evil ue cannot a devived 
from the Abuſe of Free- will in Man, from 
whence can we trace its origin? Can it pro- 
ceed from a juſt, a wiſe, and a benevolent 
God? Can ſuch a God form Creatures with 
GT TO CE Run 


for 
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for adüng in conformity to thoſe evil diſpoſi., 
tions? Strange and aſtoniſhing indeed muſt 
this appear to us, who know ſo little of the 
univerſal Plan | but is far, I think, from be- 
ing irreconcileable with the juſtice of the Su- 
preme diſpoſer of all things : for let ua but 
once acknowledge the truth of our firſt great 
propoſition, (and moſt- certainly. true it is) 

diſpenſe with or prevent, the expediency of 
moral Evil will perhaps follow on courſe: for 


if miſery could not be excluded from the works 
of a benevolent Creator by infinite power, 

theſe miſeries muſt be endured by ſome crea- 
tures or other for the good of the whole: and 
if there were none capable of wickedneſs, then 
they muſt fall to the ſhare of thoſe who are 
perfeQtly innocent, Here again we ſee our 
difficulties ariſe from our wrong notions of 
Ommnipotence, and forgetting how many dif- 
ficulties it has to contend with: in the pre- 
ſent inſtance it is obliged either to afflict In- 


| depravity in their diſpoſitions, as to induce 
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nocence or be the cauſe of Wickedneſsz, it 

has plainly no other Option: what then could 
infinite Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Goodneſs do in 


this ſituation more conſiſtent with itſelf, than 


to call into being Creatures formed with ſuch 


many of them to act in ſuch a manner. as to 
render themſelves proper ſubjeQs for ſuch ne- 
ceſſary ſufferings, and yet at the ſame time 
indued with ſueh a degree of Reaſon and Free- 
will as to put it in the power of every indivi- 
dual to eſcape them by their good behaviour: 
Such a creature is Man; ſo corrupt, baſe, 
cruel, and wicked as to convert theſe unavoid- 
able miſeries into juſt puniſhments, and at the 
ſame time ſo ſenſible of his own depravity and 
the fatal conſequences of guilt, as to be. well 


able to correct the one and to avoid the other. 


Here we ſee a ſubſtantial reaſon for the de- 
pravity of Man, and the admittance of moral 
Evil in theſe circumſtances ſeems not only 
compatible with the juſtice of God, but one 
of the 1 inſtances of his conſummate 


wiſdom 
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| wiſdom in ordering and diſpoſing all things in 


the beſt manner heir imperſeRt natures will | | 
admit, 


I preſume not 11 what has been here ſaid 
ts determine on the councils of the Almighty, 
to triumph in the complete diſcovery of the 
Origin of Moral Evil, or to aſſert that this is 
the certain or ſole cauſe of its exiſtence; I 
Propoſe it only as a Gueſs concerning the rea- 
, fon of its admiſſion, more probable, and leſs 
| derogatory from the divine wiſdom and juſtice, 
than any, that has hitherto been offered for 
that RPO f 


I here is e ſomething farther in 

the general Depravity of Mankind than we 
are aware of, and probably many great and 
wiſe ends are anſwered by it to us totally in- 
comprehenſible. God, as has been ſhewn, 


would never have permitted the exiſtence of 


natural Evil, but from the impoſſibility of pre- 
venting it without the loſs of ſuperior Good : 
G and 
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and on 'the. ſame principle the admiſſion of 
Moral Evil is equally. cohſiſtent with the di- 
vine Goodneſs : and who is he ſo knowing in 
the whole ſtupendous ſyſtem of Nature as to 
aſſert, that the Wickedneſs of ſome Beings 
may not, by means unconceivable to us, be 
beneficial to innumerable unknown Orders of 
others? or that the, Puniſhments of ſome may 
not contribute to the F elicity of numbers in- 
an reef 3 


tt eee 5 
Vith great ſagacity, Preeterea credibile q, Nhe 


illa animi vitia magnæ bominum purii, non 
fine ſummo concilio data eſſe: Cum enim Dei 
providentis talis fit Fellus, rjuſque intolæ, 
quales cernimuzs, | abſurdum enim foret exiſti« 
mare omnia bac alia. facta eſſe, quam ille vo- 
Me forge ſes: Hs 1 


But let us not forget that this Neceſſity of 
"hh and Puniſhment, and its ſubſerviency to 
publick 


„ Coſmotheoros, Lib. 1. pag. 34+ 


kedneſs of Men ſome remote benefits to che 
_ Univerſe; yet that alters not the caſe with 
regard to them, nor in the.leaſt extenuates 
their Guilt. He has given them reaſon ſuffi- 


cient to inform them, that their injuries to 


without an 


all ſo; framed, that many: will certainly do it 
and He knows alſd that incomprehenſible ſe- 
cret why it is neceſſary hat many ſhould : 


but Mis knowledge having no relation to their 
determinations, renders not their vices leſs 
criminal, nor the puniſhment of them |leſy 


equitable: for though, with regard to God, 


Vice may be perhaps the. conſequence of Mi- 


* that is, Men may be inclined to Vice, 
CV in 
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publick Good, makes no alteration in their 


q 
1 
i 
l 
3 
f 
| 


will fuficient to refrain,,from ſuch aQions, 
and may therefore puniſh their diſobedience 

infringement of juſtice: He 
knows indeed, that though node are under 
| any compulſion to do. Evil, yet that they are 
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in order to render them proper objets of ſuch 
a degree of miſery as was unavoidably neceſſa- 
ry, and previouſly determined for the ſake of 

publick Good; yet, in regard to Man, Mi- 
ſery is the conſequence of Vice; that is, all 
human. Vices produce Miſery, e jolly 

| OO infliction. | 


Ik it be objected that this makes God the 
Author of Sin, I anfwer, God is, and muſt 
be the Author of every thing; and to ſay, 
that any thing is, or happens, independent of 
the firſt Cauſe, is to ſay that ſomething exiſts, 
or happens, without any Cauſe at all. God 
is the Author, if it may be ſo expreſſed, of 
all the natural Evils in the Univerſe; that is, 
of the feweſt poſſible in the nature of things; 
and why may he not be the Author of all mo- 
ral Evil in the ſame manner and on the ſame 
principle? If natural Evil owes its exiſtence 
to Neceſſity, why may not moral? If Miſer 7 
brings with it its Utility, why may not Wic- 
kedneſs? : 


es 
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« es — break eher. 
„ beg, ren 
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juftly puniſhable ; yet in God, who ſers the 


be no Evil at all, eee eee 
N 7 ci 8805 


[4 


the Criterion before affixed to it, and encou- 
rages the univerſal praQtiſe of wickedneſs : 
for if Moral Evil, and the puniſhment of it, 


are neceſſary towards promoting univerſal 


Good, then the more wicked Men are, the 
more they promote that Good; and the more 
ih co-operate with their Creator in com- 


Wy pleating 


10 "Ft 10 $414 Te Ne n | 
: Wherefore. aac huge bo wies 


B h that, though Sin in Us, who ſee no fars 
der than the Evils it produces, is Evil, and 


cauſes and connections of all things, and the | 
neceſſity of its admiſſion, that admiſſion maß 


"But it may. be alledged 40 this „ pdg 
totally changes the Nature of Vice, deſtroys 


66 n n e 
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pleating his great and benevolent plan of uni⸗ 
verſal happineſs. But this reaſoning is br- 
tremely fallacious: becauſe no collateral, re- 
mote, *vhknown and undeſigned Good'refult- 
from Vice can alter the nature of it, or 
it of criminality; and moreover chat 
Good ariſes only from its putiiſhrrient;” {> fur 
is' it from an eneburagement to Wiekeũneſß, 
hat it proves only that the pumfflument of it 
is neceſſary, and unpreventabſe ; ny; in its 
nature inenpuble of remiſſion, withott a penal | 
fatisfation from forte Being or other,” nor 
does its co-operation with the deſigns of Pro- 
vidence render it leſs criminal, or leſs worthy 
of his/juſt- indignation: all hiſtories: are filled 
with inſtances of the wickedneſs of Men con- 
ſpiring to bring about the Councils of the 
Almighty ; ſuch were the ambition and fero: 
city of the Romans; theobſtinacy of the Jews, 
the eruelty of Herot, and the treachety of 
Judas, yet were theſe never eſteemed for that 
reaſon png W ee a 


From 
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From this important propoſition, that all | 
ſity, and all Moral from expedigncy:arifing 
tant pragaſiton, 39) conſilencd aud purſued, 
ſach-new:bghts might he ſtruch out 4s ud 
108 — direfted by'tho-bands of Learning 
and Irnpactiality, to lead e human Mind . 
ee unknown regions af 'ſpeculations and ta 

produce the moſt. ſyrpring and: uſeful diſcos 
veries in chick, Metaphyſieks, and in Chi 
ſtianity do: I add Ohriſtianity, becauſe it is 
a Maſterckey, which will, I am certain, 28 


once unlock all the myſterious and perplexing 


doctt ines of that amazing Inſtitution; and 
explain fairly, without the leaſt aſſiſtance fromm 
theological artifice, all thoſe abſtruſe ſpecula - 
tions of Original Sin, Orc, and Predeſfina- 
tion, and vicarious puniſhments, which the 
moſt learned, for want of this Clue, have ne- 
ver yet been able to make conſiſtent ity 
n INIT 


pt 
% 


3 THE NATURE AND 


In the firſt place, for inſtance, the doctrine 
of Original Sin is really nothing move than 
the very Syſtem here laid down, into Which 

we have been led by cloſely purſuing Renſon, 
and without which the Origin of Moral Evil 

2 for on any principle what- 

ever. Indeed, according to the common no- 
— of the abſolute Omnipotence of God, 
and the abſolute. Free-will in Manz it is 
moſt abſurd and impious, as it repreſents the 


with depraved Diſpoſitions, tending to no 
good purpoſes, and then arbitrarily: puriiſh- 
ing them for the ſins which they occaſion, 
with torments which anſwer no ende, either 


Deity voluntarily bringing Men into Being 


of their reformation or utility to the Uni- 


verſe: but when we ſee, by the foregoing 
explanation, the difficulties with which Om- 
nipotence was environed, and that it was ob- 
liged by the neceſſity of Natural Evils to ad- 
mit Moral, all theſe abſurdities at once va- 
niſh, and the Original Depravity of Man ap- 


WE 9400 
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e conſiſtent im the Jultioo and 
IAA of welt 
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See | 
as ſet forth in the Scriptures,” on'the moſt im- 
partial interpretation, I take to be theſe? that 
ſome Men come into the world with diſpoſi- 
tions ſo extremely bad; that God - foreknows 
that they will certainly be guilty of many 
crimes,” and in \confequence' be puniſned for 
them; that to others He has given better dif- 
poſitions, and moreover protects them from 
Vice by a powerful but inviſible influence, in 
the language of thoſe: writings called Grace 
this Scheme has appeared: to many ſo partial 
and unjuſt that they have totally rejected it, 
ind endeavoured, by forced interpretations, 
to explain it quite out of the Bible, in contra- 
diction to all the ſenſe of language, and the 
whole tenour of thoſe writings: and indeed, 
on the old plan of God's abſolute Omnipo- 
tence, uncontrouled by any previous neceſſity, 
in the nature of things, to admit both Natu- 

— = al 
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tal. and Moral Evil; it is highly 3 
from His wiſdom and. #oodneſs z hut, un us 
ſuppoſition of that previous Neceſlity, there 
appears nothing incredible in it, nor the leaſt 
Jod was obliged by the nature of things, and 
| he wicked, and conſequently miſerable, he 
certainly might protedt othets both from 
cult and puniſhment. He in this light may 
be compared to the Commander af a nume - 
rous army, who, the he is obliged torexpoſe 
many to danger, and ſome to deſtruttion, yet 
for the good of the whole, theſe diſtinQions 
amongſt individuals ought never to be i * 
eee ne 1 lan 


| The Dosis of n or | Vicariow 
Neben is the moſt univerſal, and yet 
religious tenets that ever entered into the 
N 1 mind 


„ 3 * * wv. [ = mad LP. ll. 4 —— = 
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rind" of Mins" 65 Dn 46 it, that how! 


dart to de .o uff er fil 0 not eafy to be ac. 
Evunibell for + Patz; Jewi, and Chriſtians 
intz in alf Gthets ; and hre all treated it 4 


bel evident principle, that the Sins ef one + 


credti#8 thight be attored for by the Suffer- 
itigs-of mother: but from whence they deri- 


yet: this ſramge opimom none of them have 
pretenided to give at debut, or to produce 


in its deſenee the leaſt ſtindow of a Reaſon: 


ft Hat there ſhould be a/ manner of cbn- 


nection between the 'Miſeries of one Being 
aid} the Guiit of another; or; that the Pu. 


mking cke Innocent, und exouſing the Guil- 
ty, Mad be a mark of God's Deteſtation of 


ſhould make one of Juſtice, is ſo fandamental- 


mon- ſenſe, and all our ideas of juſtice, that 


it is equally aſtoniſhing that ſo many ſhould 
believe it themſelves or impoſe it upon others. 
NT IG this alſo may be 


a little 
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'a certain quantity of Miſery, in ſome part of 
pineſs and Well-being of the Whole; and if 
_ this neceſſity ariſes from its anſwering ſome 
- purpoſes ii ſible to the human Un- 
derſtanding; L will aſk any impartial Reaſo- 
ner, Why the Sufferings of one Being may 
not anſwer the ſame endy, or be as effectual 
towards promoting Univerſal Good as the 
Sufferings of another? I the Miſeries of In: 
dividuals are to be looked upon as taxes which 
they are obliged to pay towards the ſupport 
of the Publick, why may not the Sufferings 
of one Creature ſerve the ſame purpoſes, or 
abſolve as much of that neceſſary tax as the 
Sufferings of another, and on that account be 
accepted as a payment or ſatisfaction for their 
Sufferings; that is, for the Sufferings due to 
the Publick Utility from the puniſhment of 
their crimes, without which the happineſs of 
| the whole could not ſubſiſt, unleſs they ſhould 


N 
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, * no contradiction to Reaſon. 
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be replaced by the Sufferings of others? A 


we are entitely ignorant why Miſery has any | 


exiſtence at all, or what intereſt it ſerves in 


the general Syſtem of things, this may poſſi- 
| bly be the caſe for any thing we know; and 


that it is not, I am certain no one can affirm 4 
with reaſon: Reaſon indeed cannot inform us 
that it is ſo, but that it may be, is undoubt- : 


If I miſtake not it might be ſhewn, that 


this prineiple of the neceſſity of Moral Evil, 


and its puniſhment, i is the foundation on which 
the whole fabrick of the Chriſtian Diſpenſa- 


tion is erected; the principle itſelf is avowed 


by the Author of that Diſpenſatian, in clear 
and expreſs words: It muff needs be, ſays he, 


that Offences come; but we unto that Man 
by whom the Offence cometh. That is, it is 
neceſſary towards compleating the deſigns of 
Providence, that ſome Men ſhould commit 
crimes; but as no Individual is compelled by 
neceſſity to commit them, Woe unto all, who | 
are 
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are „e He dame by his excellent 


precepts, and example, ta diminiſh the Man. 
tity.of Moral Evil in the World, and of Mi- 


found it neceſſary to replace that Miſery in 


is evident that the Origin of Evil is by no 
means fo difficult to account for as at firſt 


ſicht it appears; for it has been plainly ſhewn 
that moſt of thoſe we uſually complain of are 


Evils of Imperfection, which are rather the 
abſence of comparative Advantages than po- 
ſitive Evils, and therefore, properly ſpeaking, 


no Evils at all; and as ſuch, ought to be in- 
tirely ſtruck out of the Catalogue. It has 
likewiſe been made appear, that of natural 
Evite, which are. the Sufferings of ſenſitive 


ſery .canſequential from. its puniſhment ; but | 


ſome degree by his own voluntary and unme- 
rited Sufferings : and. perhaps the unparalel- = 
led tortures inflited on his diſciples and fol- 

lowers 3 ond en | 
ent to the ne purpoſes. . 
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Beings, 
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Beings, maar e but the conſequences naturdl- 
ly reſulting from the purticular ciret = 
of partieular ranks in the ſedle of Exiſtence, - 
which, could not have been omitted without 

the deſtruQion of the Whole; and that many 
more are in all. probability wedeſſary, by means 
to us incomprehenſible, to the production of 
| Univerſal Good. ' Laſtly, it has been ſuggeſt- 
ed, that from this neceſſity of Natural Evils 
may ariſe the expediency-of Moral, without 
which thoſe neceſſary Sufferings muſt have 
been with leſs juſtice inflicted on perfect in- 
nocence; und moreover, that it is probable 
Moral Evil, as well as Natural, may have 
ſome ultimate tendency to the Good of the 
Whole; and that the crimes and puniſhments 
of ſome Beings may, by ſome way or other, 
totally beyond the reach of our narrow capa- 
cities, contribute to the Felicity of much 
greater. numbers. 


This PR Sir, I am perſuaded is not far 
diſtant from the Truth; and on this Founda- 
| - tion, 
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tion, if I miſtake not, a Syſtem of Morality 
: and Religion i 0, more compleat and ſolid, more | 
onſiſtent with Reaſon, and with Chriſtiani- 
ty too, might be erected than any which has 
yet appeared: I heartily wiſh that ſome per- 
ſon of morelearning, abilities and leifure than 
myſelf, (and much more, I am ſure, of all 
it would require) encouraged by your Favour, 
and afliſted by your Sagacity, would under- 
take it, and condeſcend to fill up theſe-out- 
lines fo OO out 15 
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SIR, . 
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LETTER v. 


On Political Keine 

| 

| 81 R, we] = 
CCORDING to my propoſed a. 2 
there ſtill remain two forts of Evil to | 


be accounted. for, Political and Religious; 
under which heads, (if you are not already 
tired with ſo abſtruſe and unentertaining a 
correſpondence) I ſhall endeavour to ſhew 
you, that it is utterly impoſſible, even for 
Omnipotence itſelf, to give a perfect Govern- 
ment, or a perfect Religion to an imperfect 
Creature; and therefore, that the number- 
leſs imperfections inherent in all human Go- 
, vernments and Religions, are not imputable 
to Ct nor * of power, wiſdom, 
| H or 
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or goodneſs in Him; but only to the inferio- 
rity of Man's ſtation in the 1 * 
neceſſarily expoſes him to Natural and Moral 
Evils, and muſt, for the ſame reaſon, to Po- 
litical and Religious; ; which are indeed but 
the Conſequences of the other. Superior Be- 
Rings may probably form to themſelves, or re- 
ceive from their Creator, Government with- 


dodut 'Tyranny or Corruption, and Religions 


without Deluſions or Abſurdities; but Man 
cannot: God indeed may remove him into 
| ſo exalted a Society ; but whilſt he continues 
to be a Man, he muſt be ſubject to innume- 
rable Evil; ame which aboſs keit. 


But as theſe gy of — 
rations I ſhall — the ee e 
fine myſelf: to the Political only, by which 
mean all thoſe grieyous burthens of 'Dyzanny 
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conſequently can-they be prevented Vine 
changing that Depravity into P 

is, without a complest Alteratio! ot Humen 
Nature: How chis comes to paſo mi he e- 
fly explained by a ſhort examination-Gtſt in- 
to the nature and origin of Government in 
general, and afterwands into thoſe of partica- 
lar Forms and Folicies : than which dothing 
has been more e e ard 
e wan room swen vd ine ein 
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* bene generals it bi 
der that it is ſo productive of Evil, ſince its 
very Maes conſiſts of Power truſted in the 

H 2 hands 
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as Men; and exerciſed over others as irfiper- 
fect and vicious as themſelves ; in which there 
muſt be Pride, Avarice, and Cruelty on 6he 
Side; Envy, Ignorance, ahd Obſtinacy on the 
other; and Injuſtice and Self. intereſt on both. 
Its Origin alſo ariſes from the ſame impure 
ſource of human Imperfection; that is, Men 
| being neither wiſe nor honeſt enough, to pur- 
out Compulſion, are obliged to ſubmit to 
ſome, in order to ſecure their lives and pro- 
perties from the depredations of all: but tho! 

this Neceſſity drives them into ſome kind of 
| Government, yet it can never decide who 
ſhall governz becauſe all Men being by Na- 
ture equal, every dne has an equal right to 
this ſuperiority : this therefore can be deter- 
mined only by more Imperfections; that is, 
by the ſtruggles of Ambition, Treachery, 
Violence, and Corruption; from ſucceſs in 
which univerſal ſcramble are derived all the 
mighty Empires of the Earth: one Man at 
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firſt by forme of theſe in 
nd over a ſew, then by their aid ex- 


tending his power over greater numbers, and 
at laſt by the aſſiſtance of thoſe numbers, uni- 
ted by the advantage of plundering others, 
ſubduing all oppoſition : and thus we ſee. all 
human Government i is the Offepring of Vie- 
lence and Corruption, and muſt inherit the 
imperfection of both its „ Itis plain 
alſo that natjonal 3 ub can never be 
ſupported by any other methods than thoſe by 
which they were at firſt raiſed ; for, being 
all independent of each other, and retaining 
ſtill their original inclination to devour each 
other z and having no ſuperior tribunal to re- 
fer to for juſtice, they can have no means to 
ſecure their own poſſeſſions, or to repel their 
mutual encroachments, but by force, which 
is called the Right of War 3 that is, the right 


of doing all the wrong that lies in their pow- 


er: for war, however dignified with honours 


and encomiums hy conquerors and their flat- 
| tapers, is in fact nothing elſe but robbery and 
H3 mud 
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murder.” Nations having no wor ben 


plunder each other chan Pariſhes,” Höf N 
to kill one another in r= pat thai 1 
| | mer | cipatities. * Ns E: 5 wy : ec} N | I 
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N 1 we lock into the internal attac 
oral theſe Governtiients,” we all find like- 
wiſe, that they muſt be vdmnthiſtered" by the 
ſame violence and corruption to Which the) 
are indebted for their Origin j that is, by his 
ring one part of the ſociety to force the other 
into fubſe&tion j und that none of them over 
fubſiſted any longer than wäiliſt the ſtronger 
part, not always the moſt numerous, found 
It for their advantage to keep the 'Weaker In 
obedience : for it ſhould be ever remembered, 
as the fundamental of all politics, that Men 
will never ſubmit to each other merely for 
the fake of publick Viility, too remote a be- 
nefnt to make any impreſſion on the dull ſen- 
ſes of the multitude; but muſt be always beat 
or bribed into obedience. Higher orders of 
Beings may ſubmit to each other on nobler 


| * en & 1 £ motives, | 


% 


6 . 
. 


Hopes of Reward z, that is, by Self. intereſt, 


by the continual endeavours of every indivi- 
| gal. 3 . 


If ovoidoſente to beleben d att 
 eular forms of government, wo ſhall ſee them 
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verſal Benefit ; but Man can be governed by 


nothing but the Fear of Puniſhment, of the 


the great prineiple thad operates in the poli- 
tical World, in the ſame manner that At- 
traction does in the natural, preſerving order 
and reſtraining every thing to its proper courſe, 


dual "grew. all Wen un _ 


. 
4 


all exadtly correſpond with this general plan; 
we ſhall find that none of them owe their 
Origin to patriarchal power, the divine right 
of Princes, or the uninfluenced choice of the 


People things which never exiſted but in the 


idle dreams of viſionary politicians;; but all to 
the ſtruggles of Ambition and Self-intereſt; 


ſubſiding at laſt into ſome kind of Poliey: 
5 into abſolute Monarchy, or ſome ſpe- 
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cies of popular Government more or leſd re. 
mote from it, as the different parte of it have 
had Strength or Fortune to prevail all which 
muſt be carried on by the ſame vicious me- 
thods of Violence or Corruption, and conſe- 
quently be productive of nn if not of 
equal, Evils, 


In abſolute Monarchies, for inſtance, great 
violence muſt be exerciſed to keep men, by 
nature equal, in ſo unnatural a SubjeQion ; 
this muſt produce plots, rebellions, civil wars 
Violerice to repreſs them: but this Violence 

cannot be uſed without much Corruption; 
for-it is not the perſon of the ſovereign, his 
crown and ſcepter, that can preſerve his au- 
thority, nor can he deſtroy thouſands with his 
own hand, like a Hero in Romance ; a pow- 
erful army muſt be kept in pay to enſlave 
the people, and, a numerous clergy to deceive 
them z whoſe ambition, avarice, luxury, and 
cruelty muſt be ſatiated with the blood and 
| trea- 


treaſures of that very people a « reward for 
their ſervices; hence infinite Evils muſt ariſe, 
the lives, liberties, and properties of all mut 
be dependent on the capricious will of One; FI 
or, What is worſe,' on the wille of his n 

flatterers, and favourites : juſtice muſt be pera 
verted by favour, and that favour can ſeldom 
be obtained but by adulation, ſervility, and 
| ray this produces all kinds we 

eh "and theſe pits ob more e Political,” 


* 
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leſs Violence there is more Corruption j wRick 
in theſe indeed is the baſis of all Power, and 
productive of the 'moſt miſchievous effects; 
here all things are at the diſpoſal of an igno» 
rant and giddy Multitude, always led to their 
own deſtruction by the flimſy eloquence and 
| pretended patriotiſm of Knaves, Fools, and 
_ enthuſiaſtic Madmenz or commonly of ſome 
extraordinary Genius, formed for popularity 
by a lucky compoſition of all theſe excellent 
ingredients; all ſubordination is ſubyerted; 
7 9 85 ; | k and 
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and the-moſt inſolent and. vicious of the peo, 
ple miiſt be careſſed, bribed, and intoxicated, 
und by that means rendered ſtill more info. 


lent and- vicious. und all who by theſe me · 
thods acquire their favour muſt be no leſs vi- 


 cious than | themſelves. I in deſpotic Oo · 


vernmente Power cannot be attained but by 
 Bervility| and Adulation, in Democratical it 


dan never be acquired but by the more perni- 
clous Vices of, Furbulence and, Faction 4; for 
which reaſon theſe are ever ſure to be govern- 


n en Abs; 
5 M Ae 1 


Fan an ons 


tive of fewer Evils than either of the former, 


yet muſt neceſſarily partake of thoſe belong- 
Ing to both, and be ſupported by more or 
lefs of Violence, as they more or leſs ap- 


proach” the Deſpotic ; or of Corruption, as 


they come nearer to the Democratical Prin · 


eiples: the further they ſhrink from the iron 
ſeourges of the one, the more will they be 


pow. the moſt wicked, ambitious, _”_ 
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entangled 


3 


ee r vin is 
etifingled in the g golden fetters of ths ocher 
{ie Corruption fv ech weckae "In = 
| proportion to the decreaſe of arbitrary e Poy 
er, ſince where there is leſs power to com 


mand obedience, there muſt De .more bribery 
to purchaſe it, or there far be no Gobern. 


l dr all. Thefe hive beſides many! Tvin „ 
pecullat to tlemſelves, the very ettlletice'sf 


thee fort Gf Confitudtons"belng produRtive'of 
iheohveniences 1 for this excellence config 


prifelpatty" in "this, that their Ufferent parti 
are ble to counteraQt each others miſthievous' 
indentlote, the reine of Oovernment are kept 
"gh bel by each" pilitng :e Afrent Way, = 
and they ſübliſt by a iel conteritlor, Me 
« boch kept alive by the oppoſite effech⸗ "of 
contrar polſons a very precarious and une 
ſy Kind of exiſtence ! This" erpoſet them ln 
ſome meaſtre'ts all the Evils incident to both 
abſolute and popular Gobernments, tho in 4 
leſs degree! to the oppreſſion of the one, und 
the licentioufneſs of the other, to factions at 


home, weakneſs abroad; arid infinite expence 
in 
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in all parts of their adminiſtration: yet are 
theſe mixed conſtitutions the very beſt- that 
human wiſdom could ever diſcover for there. 
, gulation of human Societies, A 


Al theſe Evite wit from, the Nature of | 
Things and the Nature of Man, and not from 
the Weakneſs or Wickedneſs of particular | 
Men, or their accidental aſcendancy in parti- 
cular Governments ; the degrees of them may 
indeed be owing to theſe, but their exiſtence 
is immutable, So long as the ImperfeQtion of 


= human nature continues, ſo long will Princes, 


benefits ariſing from national proſperity; and 


for the moſt part, . convert that power with 
which they are truſted. for the ſake of publick 
Utility, to the ignoble ends of their own ava- 
rice, luxury, or ambition; ſo long will the 
people prefer preſent Self-intereſt to remote 


fo long will corrupt miniſters employ this po- 
pular venality to their own private advantage; 
and how many ſoever are lopt of, 
Non deficit aureus alter. 3 
; -M 
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the fundamental error of all ignorant, but 
well-meaning, ſpeculative politicians, of all 
| others the moſt untraQtable in government, 
and miſchievous in buſineſs, the engines with 
which knaves work, and the ladders on 
. Which they mount td preferment : who en- 
deavour to deſtroy all governments, | becauſe 
they are not perfect; and oppoſe all admini- 
ſtrations, becauſe they cannot govern men by 
ſuch means as they are not deſigned, or form- 
ed to be governed by: who, by a Syſiphzan 
kind of politics, are ever labouring to roll up 
a2 ſtone, that muſt recoil upon them; and to 
render that faultleſs, which infinite power and 
wiſdom cannot exempt from inconveniences, 
_ and wanne 5 


Shodld one -exmerate all of this kind, 
which cannot be excluded from Government 


without the total alteration of human; mature, 


they would be endleſs; to inſtance but few: 
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all political bodies, like the natural, muſt 


hape the ſeeds of thein own-dilfalution ſpun 


in their very. eſſence, and like. them be ge- 
ſtroped by every. exceſs by exceſs of _pover- 


4 855 derer of ſlayery D igno- 


nds and yet. they, xpnne e of 
more; durable. materials, ſo long as they-are 
conſtituted of human creatures. All power 


truſted in the hands, of ſo. imperſect a cre 


ture as Man, muſt, be pernicious and oppręſ- 


SS » 


ſives and yet ſomewhere ſuch power muſt be 


truſted. . All human Laws muſt be liable to 


miſconſtryQion, and in tos: yetwithout 
laws property cannot be ſecured, All popu- 


lar Ele tions muſt be attended with corrup- 


tion, licentiouſneſs, and the perverſion of juſ- 
tice, yet without. them the liberty,of.no.coun- = 
try can he preſerved. All national proyifions 
for the poor muſt not only be encouragements 


 to/gleneſs,. but Forge. of conteſts, and 


often- 
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dftentimes of crusliy] het without ach m- 
ny honeſt but unfortunate people muſt inevls 
tably periſh; All religious teſts, and fubſcrip. 
tlons, are in their own natures ſubverſive'of 
e, permit dae Goremment to fab 
5 F | 
Yor” N eee produce Lang 
deſtru8ion, nnen 
of miſery 1 ye withas R U 
No Government can be carried on, cor - 
ak tk * human nature ter 
itſelf airs of grandeur and magnificence, and 
the deſpicable expedients it is obliged to haye 
recourſe to ſupport it, muſt always have ſome- 
| thing mean and ridiculous in them to exalted 
1 pup? | i N under | 
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underſtandings. All Governments are in s 

| great meaſure upheld by abſurd notions infu · 
Fd into the minds of the people, of the d- 

vine right of ſome particular perſon or fumi- 

1 to reign over them z a fooliſ partialit 
| for forne particular ſpot of ground jan cn 
| netted. or ſenſeleſs purſuit of 
Glory which they can never attain; theſe 
| are all falſe principles, yet without them, or 
ſome like them, no nation can long ſubſiſ: 

they, can never be defended by reaſon, yet 
| reaſon can produce no others that can ſupgly / 
their places. Every flouriſhing nation endea- 
= vours to improve Arts, and cultivate Reaſon 
and good ſenſe; yet, if theſe are extended 
n no natio- 

government or national re can lo 
ſtand their ground; for it . 
bliſhments as with old houſes, their deſormi- 
ties are commonly their ſupports, and theſe 
can never be removed without endangering | 

the whole fabrick. In . no Govern- 


ment 


onj,“ or EvII. 113 


ment can be adminiſtered without in ſome 
degree deceiving the people, oppreſſing the 
mean, indulging the great, corruptin 8 the : 
| -venal, oppoſing factions to each other, and 
n ith partie, als on" * 


u u thi denne for Bl in all Govern- 
ment, which gives that weight and populari- 
ty, Which uſually attends all thoſe who op- 
| poſe, and calumniate any Government what- 
| ever; appearing always to have reaſon on 

their ſide, becauſe the Evils of all power are 
conſpicuous to the meaneſt capacity; whereas 
the neceſſity for thoſe Evils are perceivable 
only to ſuperior underſtandings : every one 
can feel the burthen of taxes, and ſee the in- 
conveniences of armies, places, and penſions, 
that muſt encreaſe them, but very few are 
able to comprehend that no Government can 
be ſupported without them in a certain de- * 
gree; and that the more liberty any nation 
enjoys, the greater muſt be their number and 
neceſſity. The moſt ignorant can perceive 
"I the 
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: quires forn, ſagucit wo diſcern,. that: aſſems- 
blies of men une d by ſelf-intereſt will 
no more draw together in the buſineſs. uf the 
publick, than horſes without harneſs and bri- 
dles; but, like them, inſtead of being quiet · 
ly guided in the right road of general utility, 
will immediately run riot, ſtop the wheels of 
government, and n 1 amm 
to pi "Y 


** 0 J. 


men bei comes to paſs tht all igno- 
Jae and faction, | whilſt: the wiſe man 
knows. that theſe evils cannot be eradicated, 
and that their exceſs only. can be prevented; 
that thus far every honeſt man. will endeavour 
to his utmoſt ; but to proceed farther: only... 
fools will hope for, or knaves pretend, He 
knows that numbers of men mult abways act 
in the ſame manger, if in the ſame cireum· 
en that Politicks are a. ðcience ac redu- 
eible 


1 
* 


fer publick utility to private 

utterly impoſſible, tliat the majority of 
rous bodies ſhould be aQuated: By he ume 
| generous, and patriotie heſe ein 
ding ur. from en and Wiſdom, be- 
under 
bebe n dg the portion dut of 2 
few more exalted individuals, can never be 
ſound in the multitude to be 
can they be beſtowed in any 
| gree on thoſe who gbyetn, who would there = 

by be rendered unfit. for their ir occupatiotis 

Stateſmen, and Miniſters, who muſt be hack- 
ney d. in the ways of men, cannot be mache o 
boch pure and refined materials; peculiar muſt 5 
ition of that little creature call- 

I ow 
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ed a Great Man. He muſt be formed of «ff | 
kinds of contradiQtions : he muſt be indefati - 
gable in buſineſs, to fit him for the labours 
pleaſus es, to enable him to attach many to his 
intereſts by a participation of their vices: he 
muſt be maſter of much artifice and knavery, 


his ſituation requiring him to employ, and be | 


employed by ſo many knaves; yet he muſt 
have ſome honeſty, or thoſe very knaves will 
be unwilling to truſt him: he muſt be poſſeſ- 
ſed of great magnanimity, perpetually to con- 
front ſurrounding enemies, and impending 
dangers; yet of great meanneſs, to flatter 
thoſe. enemies, and ſuffer tamely continual in- 
juries and abuſes : he muſt be wiſe enough to 
conduct the great affairs of mankind with ſa- 

gacity and ſucceſs, and. to acquire riches and 
boncurs for his reward; and at the ſame time 
fooliſh enough to think it worth a wiſe man's 
while to meddle with ſuch affairs at all, and 
to accept of ſuch imaginary rewards for. real 
ſufferings. Since then in all human Govern- 
ments 
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| raents fach muſt the Governors, and fuch be 
rned eternally be, neee 


F 


and productive of abundant Evils: Mun 


no leſs plain, that if infinite Gi jeſs could 


| pot exclude natural and moral Evils, infinite 


JF .q* .» x4? * 5 . 
ower can never e ical 


6 7% * F 


1 3 Sir, the — have here h 


e and human Government, | 


will not appear to you too much of the Cari- 
cature kind: your experience in both muſt 


nature may incline you to be ſorry that it is 


fo. I truſt likewiſe to your good ſenſe to di- 


ſtinguiſh, that what has here been ſaid of 


their imperfections and abuſes, is by vo means 


intended as a defence of them, but meant 


any to ſhew their neceſſity: to this every 
wiſe man ought quietly to ſubmit, endeavour- 


ing at the ſame time to redreſs them to the 
utmoſt of his power ; which can be effected 
. one e method only; that is, by a reforma- 

"= "3 - tion 
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e Power. Per tho' human, (mature cul, 


yet, one would think, à far leſs degres — N 
power might have been ſufficient to have de- 


fended it from Religious; by imparting to 
Mankind a true, rational, and explicit fyſtem 
of Theology, and Ethicks z by which means 


all the abſurdities of falſe Religions, and all 


the calamities flowing from thoſe abſurdities, 
— would have been effeQually prevented. Wons 

derful therefore mult it appear, ſince the hap- 
pineſs of Men, thro? every part of their ex- 


iſtence, ſo much depends on their Religion, 
that is, on their entertaining right notions of 
God and his Attributes, of their duty to him, 
and their behaviour to each other; moſt won- 1 


derful, I ſay, and aſtoniſhing it muſt appear, 


that a wiſe and benevolent Creator ſhould ſo | 


far have deſerted his Creatures on this i impor- 
tant occaſion, as to have ſuffered them thro? 


all generations to have wandered amidſt ſi uch - 
perilous precipices in the dark; or if at any... | 


time 


gez g 2 2 
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time he has vouchſafed-them any ſupernatu-- 
ral licht, that it ſhould have been ſo faint 
and glimmering, that it has rather ſerved to 
 terrify them with the gloomy proſpect of their 
danger, than to enable them to avoid it. 
| If we look back as far as hiſtory will carry 
us, we ſhall find all ages and nations practi- 
ſing, under the name of Religion, ſuch in- 
human, obſcene, ſtupid, and execrable Ido- 
latries, that it would diſgrace human Nature 
but to enumerate them: we ſhall ſee the 
| wiſeſt Men of the wiſeſt Countries conſulting 
Oracles of wood and ſtone, and confiding in 
the fooliſh ſuperſtition of the flight of birds, 
the entrails of. beaſts, and the pecking of 
chickens; we ſhall ſee them butchering their 
innocent herds and flocks as an atonement for 


their vices, and ſacrificing their enemies, their 


ſlaves, their children, and ſometimes them- 
ſelves, to appeaſe the wrath of their imagi⸗ : 
nary Deities, of whoſe worſhip no cruelty 
was too horrid to be made a part; and by 
_ Whoſe 
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| Abbe be epd tad cidlienhs hie 


Mun; hindonbtedly makes the faireſt pretin- 
fions "to be that Revelation: 


ed the magnanimity of Forgiveneſs ! that its 


notions of the Deity, his attributes and dif- 


penſations, are ſo unlike x that ever entered 
into the heads of the wiſeſt philoſophers ol 
preceding ages, and yet fo well confirmed by 


the learned diſcoveries of all ſuccreding times; 


ſo far exalted above all human Reaſon, und 


yet ſo confonant with it 3 and what is moſt 
concluſive, fo infinitely above the Capgcities 


of thoſe who publiſhed them to the world: 
if we add to this its Wiſcwve riſe and amazing 


progreſs, 


ever God condeſcended to reveal bis Will to 


we ſeriouſly conſider its internal Excellence, 
the reaſonableneſs of its Morality,” the fubli- | 
mity of its Theology, that it alone has fixed 
the right Criterion of Virtue, alone diſcover- 


wor 


died 
writ 
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progreſs, Ing, ve bag feurocy boobt but 

ez and et with n theſe marks 1 | 

of Ted which we might en oe 

the divine Interpoſſtion, it was but a Sketch 
whoſe Out · lines indeed appear the Work of 
1 conſummate Maſfer; but Blled up from 
ime to time by unequahand injudicious hands. | 
It had many deſedt in ih inflitution, and was 
| with. many and great Evils in its 


| confequirtzees - in its inſtitution it wanted Uni- 


verſality, Authenticity, Perſpicuity, and Po- 
licy ; and in its conſequences it was ſoon cor 
ſupted, and from that corruption productive 
of the moſt miſchievous effects. Its great 
Author deſigned it not to be exempted from: 
ny of theſe imperfeQtions. He revealed it 
only to a ſmall and obſcure corner of the 
vorld in Parables and Myſteries ;, He guarded | 
not its original Purity, which ſeems to have 
died with bimſelf, by committing it to any 


Vritten Records, but left it in the hands of 
illiterate 


* 


mlily diſſentions, Thin 
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literate Men, who, thonglithiy there gf 
enough to die for it, were never wiſe/enough 


perfedly to underſtand it. All Policy he dif. | 


claims in expreſs words, ſaying, 4% Kingdom 


is not of this World; that is, 1 meddle not 
with the Political Affairs of Mankind; I teach 


Men to deſpiſe the World, but not to govern 
it. Nor did He expect any better conſe 


| quences from its progreſs than thoſe which 
Actually followed : He was by no means igno- 
| rant of its future corruption, and that, tho 


his primitive inſtitution breathed nothing but 
Peace and Forbearance, Good-will and Bene- 
volence; yet that in mixing with the Policies 
and Intereſts of mankind, it would be pro- 
duQtive of tyranny and oppreſſion, of martyr- 
doms and maſſacres, ofgnational wars and fi- 
not, ſays He, I rome 
to ſend Peace on Earth, I come not te ſend 
Peace but a Sword: for I am come to ſet 4 
man at Variance againſt bis father, and the 
daughter againſt ber mathe, and thi daugh- 

. 


in- law againſt ber motber- 
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"I too my e 18 5 
e 1 
Fad what inſcrutable ſource can all theſs 3 
imperfections, and all theſe conſequent Evils, 
derive their exiſtence ? On what incompre- | 
henſible plan muſt the wiſe Diſpoſer of all 
things proceed, to ſuffer men thus to bewil · 
der themſelves in the labyrinths of error, 
and from thence to plunge into the gulphs of 
wickedneſs and miſery, when the leaſt direc- 


tion from his omnipotent hand would lead 
| them thro' the flowery paths of Truth to Vir- 


tue and Felicity? Strange | that he has not 
given them Reaſon ſufficient to perform this 
important office | Stranger! that if ever he 


| condeſcended to aſſiſt that Reaſon with his in- 


finite Wiſdom, even the Religion that reſults 
from that ſupernatural aſſiſtance ſhould be ſtill 
deficient in almoſt every one of the principal 
requiſites neceſſary towards accompliſhing the 


great and beneficent ends it was deſigned for 
that it Thould want Univerſality to render it 


impartial, 
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' impertial, Authenticity to nll h demoalhe 


ble, Perſpicuity to mae it intelligible; and 
Policy to make it uſeful to mankind | that it 
ſhould. immediately have been corrupted and 
from that corruption being productive of all 
the Miſery and Wickedneſs it famed ealeu⸗ 
lated to prevent. But on examination we 
ſhall find that theſe Evils, like-all-theſe' of 


which we have before treated, owe their x. 


iſtence to no defect of goodneſs, or power in 
God, but to the imperſeQion of Man, and 
their own neceſſity i that is, to the imprafti- 
| cability of giving a perfect Religion to an im 
perfe Creature: from whence this Imprac- 
ticability ariſes I will endaarour to 5 


; There are but 3 that wake 
of, by which God can communicate à Reli · 
gion to Mankind; that is, either by the de- 
ductions which he has impowered him to make 
by the force of that natural reaſon whieh he 
has implanted in him, or by the extraordi- 
nary interpoſition of Divine Revelation: now 
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from the firſt of theſe little need be -ſaid to 


| ſhow thit nothing perfe®t cun be expeRtd's - 


our Reaſon is unſtable in its foundations, und 


uncertain in its concluſions ; our lives are en 
nemely ſhort, and our progreſd in ſeienee ns? 


leſs tedious, and retarded by numberleſs ob» 
ſtacles i much of our time is employed in get 


« peaſon, and. fewer leiſure i ſome having ſenſe 
but no learning, want materials to work with 
others having learning, and no ſenſe, become 
more abſurd by having amaſſed much matter 
to miſtake about: ſo that to ralſe any talers- 


ble ſyſtem of Religion or Morals from human 
reaſon, requires the labours of many. genera- 


tions; from all which have already paſt how- 


little truth can we collect? and yet perhape | 


much of that little is owing to Revelation, 
which we are apt to think unneceſſary from 


the very aſſiſtance we have received from it; 


like the Countryman who deſpiſed: the Sun, 


becauſe it ſhined in the day-time. We ſee 


"ne 


ting ideaty and much in acquiring language ts = 
expreſt them 1 few Men have capacities to 
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but a very ſmall part of the great Whole, 
we comprehend not the eſſence of any thing z 
neither of Body or Spirit, of Space or Time, 
of Infinity or Eternity; we know ſcarce any 
ching of any thing, and leaſt of all of the Na- 
ture of God or ourſelves z and therefore it is 
by no means ſurpriſing that all religions de- 
rived from ſuch a ſource ſhould be full of Er- 
rors and Abſurdities. If it be aſſerted, that 
God might have given to Man a more com- 
prehenſive Reaſon, and a greater Inſight into 
Nature and Futurity: I anſwer, he certainly. 
might z and he might alſo have given him the 
| firength of the Horſe, and the ſwiftneſs of 
the Stag, as well as the underſtanding. of an 
Angel; but then he had not continued to be 
Man; or if he had, he would have ſuffered 
many ſuperior Evils from theſe wo ace 
quiſitions. 


If we conſider the other We Wenn 


God can communicate a Religion to Man- 
1 "_ 
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kind, we ſhall find it no leſs incapable of pro- 


ducing: perfect one; bechuſe tho! God: is 


ſufficiently able to give a perfeQ Religion, 
Man is utterly unable to receive it. God 


cannot impart knowledge to Creatures, of 


which he himſelf has made them incapable 
by their nature and formation: he eannot in- 
ſtruct a Mole in Aſtronomy, or an Oyſter in 
Muſick, becauſe he has not given them Mem- 
bers, nor Faculties neceſſary for the acquiſi- 
tion of thoſe ſciences ; neither is this any di - 
minution of his Omnipotence, becauſe acting 
in ſuch a manner would be willing Contrarie» 
ties at the ſame time: it would be oppoſing 
his own. Deſigns, maxing Creatures* what 
they are not, and granting them Powers 
which he thought proper to deny them: a 


Revelation therefore from God can never be 


ſuch as we might expect from infinite Po- 
er, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, but muſt con- 
deſcend to the Ignorance and Infirmities. of 
Man : was the wiſeſt Legiſlator in the world 
to compoſe Laws for a Nurſery, they 1 
K be 
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| be. Childiſh Laws: ſo was God to reveal « 
| Religion to Mankind, tho' the Revealer was 
divine, the Religion muſt be human, or it 
ET could be.of no uſe to thoſe for whoſe ſake it 
was revealed: and therefore, like them, it 
muſt be liable to numberleſs Imperfections, 
amongſt which all thoſe Deficiencies befort- 
mentioned are abſolutely unavoidable, and 
impoſſible to be prevented by any power 
whatever: theſe are the want of Univerſali. 
ty, Authenticity, Perſpecuity, and Policy; 
. Its certain Corruption, with all that inunda- 
tion of Wickedneſs and Mifery which muſt 
flow from that Corruption, Great and nu- 
meroin Evils! from which it is not difficult 
to ſhew, that no Revelation communicated to 
Man can be exempted by an Omnipotent Re- 


- ee fg wor en” — wn 9. ex” = © * 


Firſt then it muſt want Univerſality z that 
is, however conducive it may be to the-vir« - 
tue and happineſs of Mankind in general, it 
eannot be alike communicated to all Men in 

3 
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all ages and all nations of the world; becauſe, 


from the nature of things, it muſt have 4 


beginning and a progreſſion : it muſt at firſt 
be revealed at ſome time and in ſome place; 
and when- ever and where-ever that is, there 
muſt have heen times and places in which it 
was not revealed ; and therefore it is impoſſi- 

ble it can be Univerſal z and this not proceed - 
ing from any impotence or partiality in the 
Revealer, but from the modes of exiſtence 
of all human affairs. 


1 muſt likewiſe want e that 
is, tho' its divine Authority may be more or 
leſs credible, according to the circumſtances 
of the evidence, yet it can never be capable 
of a dire or demonſtrative proof ; becauſs 
God muſt communicate this Revelation to 
Mankind either by a general or a particular 
Inſpiration : that is, either by inſpiring all 
Men, or by inſpiring a few to teach it to 
others: the firſt of theſe methods, or a uni- 
verſal Inſpiration, is impoſſible in Nature, 

"Aa 
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and abſurd even in Imagination, and would. 
be the total alteration of human nature: the 
other muſt ever be liable to infinite uncer- 
tainty, becauſe tho a Man may poſſibly know 
when he himſelf is inſpired, (though that, I 
think, may be very well queſtioned) yet; that 
he ſhould ever produce indubitable credenti - 
als of a Divine Commiſſion to others, who 
are uninſpired, ſeems utterly impracticable, 
there being no marks by which the fact can 
be aſcertained, nor any faculties in the human 
mind which are able to diſtinguiſh it: the ex- 
cellence of the Revelation he teaches, its be- 
neficent ends, and the miracles he may work 
in its confirmation, may altogether render it 
more or leſs probable, but can never amount 
to a certain proof, becauſe we know ſo little 
of the ends and conſequences of things, and 
ſo much leſs of the nature of Miracles: we 
underſtand indeed nothing about them, but 
that we ourſelves are unable to perform them; 
but what Beings of ſuperior Orders may be 
able to do we cannot tell; nor yet what 
power, 
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power, inclination, or permiſſion fuch Beings 
may have to deceive / us. If it is is impoſſible - 
therefore we can be certain of the divine Au- 
thority of a Revelation, even by u perſonal 
communication with its firſt Author, ' much 
leſs can we be aſſured of it through the talla- 
cious mediums of Tradition or Hiſtory; for 

| whoever obſerves the propenſity Men have to 
| impoſe upon themſelves and others, how dif- 
ficult it is to come at a true Repreſentation 
of the commoneſt fact, even at the diſtance 
of a few miles or a few years, will be eaſily 
convinced, that all human Tradition can be 
nothing more than a complication of deſigned 
Fraud and inevitable Error; a Glaſs which 
miſrepreſents all objects by magnifying or di- 

' miniſhing them, juſt as it is placed by the 
hand of Knavery for the inſpection of Folly 
and Credulity. Hiſtory indeed carries with 
it a greater authority, but muſt ever be lia- 
ble to infinite imperfections: we can never 
be certaln that the Writers of it, being Men, 
were not impoſed upon themſelves, or did 
K 3 not 
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not intend to impoſe on others; and there- 


fore its original evidence cannot be conclu- 

Ke, and muſt grow daily weaker in propor- 
tion to its antiquity: it muſt neceſſarily be 
_. to all uncertainties procening rom 
eee and 26 the ee 
of Religions are more connefted with Mens 


| intereſts than thoſe of other occurrences, ſo 
they muſt be ever more ſubject to theſe 


Frauds and Impoſitions ; for the ſame reaſon 


that a Bank-note is more likely to be coun- 


 terfeited than a News- paper. It is therefore 
impoſſible that Hiſtory can afford us any cer- 
tain proof of a ſupernatural and miraculous 


diſpenſation, becauſe a Fact, unlikely to be 
true, can never be demonſtrated by a Rela. ' 


tion not impoſſible to be falſe. If it be ſaid, 
that God may inſpire the writers of ſuch un- 
portant Records with Infallibility 5 I anſwer, 
the Proof that he has fo inſpired them will 
be attended with no leſs difficulty than the 

_ I proof 
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proof of that Divine Authority which is to be 


to prove the truth of a Revelation by the in- 
Allibility of its Records, and the infallibility 
of its Records from the truth of the Revela- 
tion, It is plain therefore, that, tho” infi- 
| nite Goodneſs may reveal a Religion to fo 
imperfect a creature as Man, yet infinite 
Power cannot, by reaſon of that ImperteQi- 
on, give to that Revelation ſuch a degree of 
. Authenticity, that is ſuch a demonſtrable 
proof of its divine Authority as ſome Men 
unreaſonably expect, and others as ridiculouſ- 

ly beſtow upon it. - 


It muſt want Parkglenitys that is, it muſt 
be much more obſcure both in its ſpecula- 
tive and practical Doctrines, than might be 
expected from the interpoſition of infinite 
wiſdom, truth, and benevolence. In its ſpe- 
culative doQrines Obſcurity muſt be unavoid- 
able, becauſe they muſt treat of ſubjects above 
the reach of our comprehenſions: which nei 
"ay OF ther 


eſtabliſhed by itz and it muſt ever be abr ] 
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| ther eye has ſeen, nor ear heard, nor has en- 
tered into the heart of Man to conceive ; 
and therefore no Power can impart to us clear 
bY andi explicit ideas of ſuch things, without firſt 
beſtowing on us new faculties and new ſen- 
ſes 3 that is, without the total alteration of 
our Natures. But what is moſt of all extra- 
ordinary is, that it muſt be likewiſe to a cer- 
tain degree obſcure in its practical and mo- 
ral precepts; and this from a reaſon not the 
leſs valid for having never before been inſiſt- 
ed on; which is, from the Neceſſity of Mo- 
ral Evil: that is, ſince God, as has been 
ſnewn, was obliged by Neceſſity to admit 
Moral Evil into the Creation, he muſt pro- 
bably be obliged, by the ſame Neceſſity, to 
ſuffer it in ſome degree to continue; and 
therefore cannot inforce the univerſal prac- 
tice of Virtue by laws ſo explicit, by threats 
and promiſes ſo glaring, and by commands ſo 
inconteſtably of divine authority as can admit 
of no doubt; for theſe would be ſo abſolute- - 
ly irreſiſtable as at once to eradicate all h. 
| 5 man 


have been admitted only from the impoſlibi- 


would be to countera& his own wiſe, tho? 


Divine Revelation can never be a regular 
Body of practical Inſtitutes, clear and per- 
ſpicuous, free from all doubts and altercati- 
ons, enforced by perpetual Miracles, by vi- 
ſible and immediate Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments; but a ſtill Voice whiſpering gentle 
Warnings, divine Admonitions, and ſuperna- 
tural Truths; a Light ſhining in a dark place, 
illuminating to a certain degree the native Ob- 
ſcurity of the human mind, and diſcovering by 


and a diſtant proſpect of a future Life. 


lity of its excluſion, without the introduction 


of greater Evils or the loſs of ſuperior Good, 
If Omnipotence could not prevent the exiſt- 

ence of Moral Evil by the original formation 
of Man, totally to extirpate it by Revelation 


incomprehenſible deſigns ; and therefore a 


faint glimmerings the Deſigns of Providence, | 
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mats View which has already been proved to 5 | 
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kind can be conducted in the Government of 
Nations, or their pretended. rights of War 
and Peace, becauſe all theſe affairs being in- 
capable (as has been ſhewn) of being carried 
on by any other means than thoſe of vio- 
| tence, fraud, and corruption, a Divine Reve- 
lation cannot poſſibly give any directions about 
them ; becauſe all ſuch muſt be neceflarily 
inconſiſtent either with virtue or with praQti- 
cability: totally to forbid theſe methods of 
governing mankind, who can be governed by 
no other, would be deſtructive of all G- 
vernment; to allow them, of all Morality: 
end therefore it is neceſſary that men ſhould 
de left to act in theſe matters at their peril, 
as particular circumſtances may require, with 
only a general ſyſtem of religion and mora- 
lity for their guide. If a Divine Revelation 
can give no laws for the management of Ci- 
vil Government, much leſs can it. inſtitute 
any 


4 
wy 
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any new policies peculiar to itſelf, under the . | * 
names of Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical; all ich, 
| however divine in their Original, muſt ne- 


ceſſarily be adminiſtered, if adminiſtered by 
others, with this additional inconvenience, 
that they could never be juſtly reſiſted. God 


cannot therefore, I apprehend, delegate Spi- 


ritual power to Man, without patroniſing all 
that Violence, Corruption, and Iniquity, 


which muſt reſult from it, and without 


which no power in the hands of Men can be 
exerciſed over Men. For the imperfection 
of Man is incompatible with the purity of 
a Divine Government. The Government 
of all creatures muſt correſpond with their 
natures; and it ſeems to me as impoſſible 


that Societies of Men ſhould fubmit under 4 


Divine Government, as that Wolves and 


Tygers ſhould live together under the regu» 
lations of Human Policy: but moſt of all 


_ impoſſible it muſt be that a divine and hu- 


man Government ſhould ſubſiſt * in 8 
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the ſame ſociety, for they muſt immediately | 
claſh: and whenever that happens, the leaſt 
ſpark of divine authority, if really divine, 
muſt infallibly conſume all human power, and 
Fan yt 


Laſtly, it muſt very 65 be e 
and from that corruption be productive of 
the moſt miſchievous effects: for, as the 
pureſt ſtream poured into an impure veſſel 
- muſt partake of its impurity; ſo muſt the 
moſt perfect Religion, that can be revealed 
by God to ſo imperfect a creature as Man, 
| partake of his imperfeQion, and produce 
many and great Evils both natural and mo- 
ral; that is, much of that miſery and wic- 
kedneſs, which it was intended to prevent : 
this no wiſdom can obviate, no power put a 
ſtop to, ſo long as that imperfection re- 
mains; but it muſt conſtantly come io. 
paſs from a train of unavoidable conſequen- 


des, which VS W follow their cau- 
ſes, 


onIIN or EVIL. gr 
ſes, ſo long as human nature continues what 
it is. 

For inſtance, when a Divine Revelation 1s- 
firſt communicated to Mankind, it muſt be 


received (if received at all) becauſe its pre- 


cepts are approved, and its authority belie- 
ved; and all thoſe nations, who thus approve 
the one, and believe the other, muſt eſteem 


it both their intereſt and their duty to en- 


courage and ſupport it. This they can ef- 
fect by no other means than by granting pe- 
culiar privileges to all who profeſs it, by 
forming from it their national Religion, and 
publick worſhip, and by maintaining an Or- 
der of Men to preach that Religion, and mi- 
niſter that worſhip, to the people; all which 
amounts to a National Eſtabliſhment. Now 
the moment any Religion becomes national, 
or eſtabliſhed, its purity muſt certainly be - 
loſt, becauſe it is then impoſlible to keep it 
unconnected with mens intereſts ; and if con- 
nected, it muſt inevitably be perverted by 

them. 
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| them. Whenever temporal advantdges are | 
annexed to any religious profeſſion, they will 
he ſure to call in all thoſe who have no reli- 
gion at all: knaves will embrace it for the 
ſake of intereſt, fools will. follow them for 
the fake of faſhion; and when once it is in 
ſuch hands, Qmnipotence itſelf can never 
preſerve its purity. That very Order of 
Men, who are maintained to ſupport its in- 
tereſts, will ſacrifice them to their own; 
and being in the ſole poſſeſſion of all its pro- 
miſes, and all its terrors, and having the 
tenderneſs of Childhood, the. weakneſs of 
Age, and the ignorance of the vulgar to 
work upon; I fay, theſe Men, veſted with 
all theſe powers, yet being but Men, will 
not fail to convert all the mighty influence 
they muſt derive from them to the ſelfiſh 

ends of their own avarice or ambition, and 
conſequently to the total deſtruction of its 
Original Purity: from it they will lay claim 
to powers which it never deſigned them, 
and to poſſeſſions to which they have no 
* | 
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falſe hiſtories will be forged, and ahnden 
traditions invented; groundleſs terrors will 
be flung out to operate on ſuperſtition and ti- 
midity; Creeds and Articles will be contri- 
ved to confound all Reaſon, and Teſts im- 
poſed to fift out all who have honeſty or 
courage enough to reſiſt theſe unwarranta- | 
ble encroachments. Devotion will be turn- 

ed into farce and pageantry, to captivate 
mens eyes, that their pockets may with 
more facility be invaded: they will convert 
Piety into Superſtition, Zeal into Rancour, 
and this Religion, notwithſtanding all its Di- 
vinity, into diabotical malevolence. By de- 
grees knaves will join them, fools believe 
them, and cowards be afraid of them ; and 
having gained ſo conſiderable a part of the 
World to their intereſts, they will ere an 
independent dominion among themſelves, dan- 

gerous to the liberties of mankind, and re- 
preſenting all thoſe who oppoſe their tyran- 
ny as God's enemies, teach 1 it to be meritori- . 


| aa neee . 
world and damn them in another. Hence 
muſt ariſe Hierarchies, Inquiſitions, and Po- 

pery; for Popery is but the conſummation 

of that tyranny, which every religious ſyſtem 
in the hands of Men is in perpetual purſuit of, 


and whoſe principles they are all ready to = 


adopt, whenever they are fortunate eough 
to nieet with it's ſucceſs. 22 


This Tyranny cannot ſubſiſt without fierce 
and formidable Oppoſition, from whence in- 
will lift up their contentious heads, each ga- 
ping for that very power which they are 
fighting to deſtroy, tho? unable either to ac- 
quire or retain it; and introductive only of 

their conſtant concomitants, Ignorance, Self- 
conceit, IIl-breeding, Obſtinacy, Anarchy, 
and Confuſion. From theſe conteſts all kinds 
of Evils muſt derive their exiſtence, blood- 
ſhed and deſolation, perſecutions, maſſacres, 


and d martyrdoms I 
All 


Onto or VI a. 


Al tete Evis eee eee 
faty conſequences of the national Eſtabliſh- 


pins # 


ment of any Religion which Cod en com- 


municate to Man, in whoſe hands its 


ty can never long preſerve its purity, or keep 


it unmixed with his imperfections, his folly, 


and wickedneſs. Nay, ſo far is the Divinity 
of a Revelation from being able to prevent 
its corruption, that it will but increaſe and 


| haſtewit ; for the greater ſhare of Divinity 
it partakes, the greater muſt be its Excel- 
lenee; the greater its Excellence, the more 
univerſal muſt be its Approbation; the more 
it is approved, the more it muſt be encoura- 
ged; the more it is encouraged, the ſooner 
it will be eſtabliſhedz and the ſooner it is 


and made ſubſer vient to the worſt purpoſes of 
the worſt of Men: yet it is plain this Eſta- 


no more than the alternative of its total ex- 
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tinction, and without which it cannot be pre · 
ſer ved at all ; and therefore the 
every. divine Revelation communicated to 


Man, is, by.the nature of Mann, clearly- un- 
axoidable. 12 ow nl fd oh ae ten 
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nt has been here gad it appears: 
, that all the numerous Evils which 
ö 
which. follow all human Re „ Whe⸗ 
ther natural or revealed, by no means 
owe their exiſtence to any want of power, 
wiſdam or goodneſs in God, but, like all 
others, to the x of Man; that is, 
to. his folly and wickedodG, which muſt iner 
vitably corrupt them. It is alſo, I think, no 

leſs evident that all arguments levelled axpinit 
the divine Original of : Chriſtianity, founded, 


des, (which: are all, I think, that have any 


„ pan be vein and im. 


1GRIGHN or EVI. a 
ejtiences, as many have abſurdly attempted, 


bur by fairly ſhewing,” that they all proceed 
from the imperfeQtions of thoſe Creatures to 
whom it is revealed i and that, ſo long s 
thoſe continue, theſe cannot be prevented by 
_— mn * 8 or e | 
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—_ Sir, if T ng not, 1 have ſuffi 
ciently, tho” conciſely, anſwered that moſt 


abſtruſe and im portant queſtion, Whence rants 
Ev? and proved, that all the Evils we feel, 


and all which we ſee around us, derbgate not 
in the leaſt from the wiſdom, power, or 
goodneſs of our Creator; but proceed intire, 
ly from that ſubordination which is ſo necei- 
ſary | to the happineſs, and even to the exiſt- 
ence of the great and incomprehenſible Whole. 


1 have ſhewn that all ſubordination muſt im- | 


ply imperteQion in ſome Beings or other; 
and that all imperfection muſt conſiſt in the 
abſence of comparative Good, or the admif- 
fron of poſitive Evil. I have ſhewn that moſt 
of the Evils we uſually complain of are of the 
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firſt kind; the want only of thoſe perfeAi- 
ons we ſee others enjoy, or imagine infinite 
power might have beſtowed upon ourſelves; 
which are therefore in fact no Evils at all: 
that thoſe of the latter fort, or poſitive Evils, 
are ſuch as from the nature of thing 
muſt intrude themſelves into all Creation, 
and therefore that Omnipotence can do no 
more than make choice of that Syſtem which 
admits the feweſt; being obliged, by the im- 
perfection of all created Beings, the.untraQ- | 
ableneſs of Matter, and ſome incomprehenſi- 
ble connection between Good and Evil, Hap- 
pineſs and Miſery, to admit both, or to give 
exiſtence to neither. I have likewiſe ſhewn 
that Moral Evil may have its neceſſity and 
utility too as well as Natural ; at leaſt, that 
if Natural Evils are neceſſary, Moral ones 
are expedient, to prevent that neceſſary Mi- 
ſery from falling to the ſhare of perfect Inno- 
cence, and to convert unavoidable ſufferings 
into juſt puniſhments; that tho? the eſſence 
of all Moral Evil conſiſts in the production of 
5 Natural, 
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Natural, yet it may have Senner ten 
they are juſtly puniſhed for the iniſcries which 
they occaſion,” may probably," by that very | 
guilt and puniſhment,. ſome way remotely 
contribu, to. univerſal. W e * have 


not be prevented, the pcs, > Political 
and Religious Evils muſt on courſe be una- 
votdable, they being but the certain conſe- 
quences, of the other: that all human Go- . 
vernment muſt be in the higheſt degree im 
perfect, and big with all manner of Evils, 
being the dominion of ignorant and wicked 
creatures oyer each other ; that, as ſuch crea- 
tures can be governed only by fear of puniſh- 
ment or hopes of reward, all Government 
amongſt them muſt be founded on Violence 
and Corruption, and ever ſupported and ad- 
miniſtered by the ſame vicious and unjuſtifia - 
ble methods: that no power whatever can 
give a perfect Religion to ſo imperfect a crea- 
ture as Man, either by Nature or Revelation; 
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| volatioh, decal he Wants facolies t6 cum. 5 
| | Piihedd ſuch fipetndtatal diſcoveries,” Uthe? 
they ſhould be imparted to him; that, wah 
he capable of bee teteiving a perſeck Reli- 
Sion, it is not poſſible he could Tong retain | 
iz detauſe, if it covld-be kept imirely ſepa- 
fate from his worldly intereſts, it would ſbon 
be negleGied indperith in oblivion ; and; if it 
was not, ſuch u connection would quickly cor- 
; rupt its purity and deftroy its eſſence, ſo that 
Tational eſtabliſhments would be neceſſary for 
its ſupport, and yet irfallibly productive of its 

deſtruction. That all theſe Evils proceed not 

from wrong diſpoſitions or accidental "cauſes, 
| but ſingly and ſolely from the imperfeQtion 
of Man; and yet, that in the gradation from 

"infinite perfection to abſolute nothing, there 
muſt be one rank occupied by ſuch a Creature 
as Man with all his imperfeQions about him; 
Ss | that 


that theſe Hecker 
his ſituat A adhere to every thing th 


with to bis government, and to his reals] 2 | 


that, in like manner, all other created Beings. 
muſt have Evils and Im er lia 
their ſtations and proportioned to their inferi- 


ority ;. notwithſtanding all which, there is as 


much Good, and as little Evil, in the univer- 
ſal ſyſtem as the nature of Creation will ad- 
mit of; and that therefore itis a Work equal 
to what we might expect from the Operati- 
ons of infinite Benevolence joined with infinite 
Power. | 
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